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& Social Assistance Program For Viet-
nam (SAP-VN) la mot to chdc to thien
fiédc thanh lap vao nam 1992 theo qui

& SAP-VN chu trédng trd giup fiong
bao kem may man va tre em ngheo

& SAP-VN fiédc quan tri va fiieu hanh
bdi cac tinh nguyen vien lam viec bat

& Tat ca cac ch6dng trinh trd giup cua
SAP-VN fieu figdc thoc hien troc tiep
bdi cac thanh vien ve t6 Hoa ky va

& Ngan quy hoat fiong cua SAP-VN
do sd fiong gop tai chanh cua manh

& SAP-VN mong fgdc sol tiep tay cua
qui vi hao tam fie co ngan quy hoat
fiong, fie gidi thieu ve: SAP-VN, va giup
pha bien ban tin fien than héu nhiet

& Muon nhan Green Cross, xin vui long

Letter From SAP-VN

Dear Friends,

What a grand year! 2007 marks SAP-VN’s 15th Anniversary. On this special
occasion, we are grateful to have your continuous support, contributions, words of
encouragement, and dedication. We are also proud of the commitment and endless
efforts of our volunteers who have made SAP-VN the name it is today. The vision
and hope of the founding members were tested and realized over 15 years of
devotion, hard work, and perseverance. We believe that this milestone will spark
the fire within each of us to carry forward the mission of love and charitable giving.
As we embark on the future of SAP-VN, let us re-visit the past 15 years.

In May 1992, a group of young Vietnamese Americans founded the Social
Assistance Program for Vietham (SAP-VN) out of concerns for the arduous life
that thousands of children in Viet Nam were facing. SAP-VN is managed entirely
by non-paid volunteers who are committed to providing social assistance to those
less fortunate. SAP-VN volunteers are committed because we believe that our
efforts bring hope and joy to those we help.

SAP-VN initially
started with a humble
budget of $1,755
donated from friends and
supporters. We began
to survey the needs of
Viet Nam and explore
ways to implement our
assistance program.
After doing several pilot
projects, we decided
to focus our efforts on
handicapped children.
In 1993, we started
the Orthopedic Surgery
and Cleft-Lip/Palate
Corrective Surgery
projects. Through continuous monitoring, adjustments, and improvements, these
projects have become our primary focus. Since 2005, we have also sponsored
cataract surgeries due to an increase in sponsorship and demand for the cataract
surgeries.

In addition to the corrective surgery projects, SAP-VN provides free meals
for 60 handicapped children who live and study at Da Thien Special Education
School in Nha Be, donates wheelchairs to children whom corrective surgery can
not improve their physical challenges, and helps build classrooms for children in
remote villages. We also organize annual, mobile health care trips to Viet Nam
to provide free healthcare to poor people in remote villages. Furthermore, we
also raise funds to build homes for victims of natural disasters such as typhoons,
hurricanes, and floods.

As we commemorate our 15th Anniversary, we would like to renew our
commitment to SAP-VN and invite others to join in our humble mission of providing
an improved life for the less fortunate. We pledge to improve our projects to better
serve those in needs, and earnestly hope to receive your continuous support and
contributions.

SAP-VN has been a bridge between our donors and recipients. We will remain
a solid bridge built by love, trust, respect, and humanity. Together we have made
and hope to continue to make a huge difference in many lives.

Together We Can Make A Difference
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Tho Ngo Cua Hoi SAP-VN

Kinh théa quy vi an nhan,

Nam 2007 fianh dau 15 nam hoat fiong td thien cua hoi SAP-VN. Nhan cd hai
nay, hoi SAP-VN chan thanh bay to long biet 6n quy vi hao tam va quy than héu
fia khong ngéng nght ung hol, fiong gop va khich lei hoi SAP-VN trong suot chang
fiddng 15 nam qua. Chung toi hanh dien véi mot fioi ngu anh chi em thien nguyen
vien fiay nhiet huyet luon luon noi I6ic het minh Aie SAP-VN fiat fiddic nhieu thanh
qua nhé ngay hom nay. Tam nhin sau rong va niem ky vong cua cac anh chi sang
lap vien fia Addc thd thach va bien thanh hien théc trong suot 15 nam qua bang
nhdng tam long, sé cham chz lam viec va tinh ben bt. Chung toi tin rang dau moc
nay se la ngon Iéa trong long moi chung toi fie leo lai cuoc hanh trinh cua yeu
thébng va san se td tam. Xin cung chung toi on lai 15 nam hoat fiong.

Nam 1992, mot nhom anh chi trel Viet Nam sang lap ra Social Assistance
Program for Vietnam (SAP-VN) vi quan tam fien cuoc song vo cung kho khan
ma hang ngan tre em tai Viet Nam phai fioi dien. SAP-VN A66c fieu hanh hoan
toan bdéi cac anh chi em thien nguyen vien khong an 166ng fie cung 6ng tré giup
xa hoi fien nhéng ngdédi kem may man. Thien nguyen vien SAP-VN lam viec het
long vi ho' tin rang nhéing noi l6ic cua minh sel mang lai hy vong va niem vui s66ng
cho nhdng ngddi ma hoi giup.

SAP-VN khéi fiau bang mot ngan sach von
ven 1,775 USD do mot so than hdu va nha hao
tam gom gop. Tiep theo la nhdéng cuoc tham do
tim hieu nhéng nhu cau cua ngddi ngheo tai Viet
nam va td fio hoach fAinh nhéng phédng hééng
fie bat fau thanh lap nhéing ché6ng trinh trdl giup
xa hoi va y te. Sau mot vai d& an thé nghiem,
hoi SAP-VN quyet filnh tap trung nhéng chddng
trinh cua hoi vao viec trd giup tre khuyet tat. Nam
1993, chdéng trinh phau thuat chinh hinh va phau
thuat va moi & hé ham ech fidc ra fidi. Sau nhieu
lan cong tac tham fAinh mdc tien trien, Aanh gia
hieu qua val théc hien cai thien, hai ch6dng trinh
phau thuat nay tré nen hai ch6dng trinh chinh yeu
cua hoi. Nam 2005, chédng trinh phau thuat mat
c66m Aubc thanh lap do nhu cau & Viet Nam va
fie. nght cua mot soi nhas bao tré cho chééng trinh nay.

Ngoai nhdng ch66ng trinh phau thuat, SAP-VN cung bao trd am théic cho 60-
80 tre em khuyet tat noi tru tai trééng nuoi day tre khuyet tat Na Thien 6 Nha Be,
tang xe lan xe lac cho tre khuyet tat ma chda tri phau thuat khong giup cai thien
tinh trang cua cac em Addc, giup xay I6p hoc cho hoc sinh 6 nhéng vung heo lanh.
Chung toi cuing to chdc hang nam nhéing chuyen y te 16u fiong fi kham benh phat
thuoc mien phi cho fiong bao ngheo. Them vao chung toi cung gay quy xay nha
tinh th6éng cho nan nhan thien tai bao lut.

Trong boi canh ky niem 15 nam thanh lap, chung toi mong moi se them nguon
sinh 16c méi fien SAP-VN va keu goi moi ngtééi tham gia cung vbi chung toi tren
hanh trinh cung 6ng nhéing s6 cai thien cho cuoc song cua nhding ngddi kem may
man. Chung toi se tiep tuic cai thien nhéng chééng trinh tré giup hau phuc vu tot
hén cho nhéing ngddi can sl trél giup cua hoi, va hy vong se! tiep tuic ion nhan séi
ung ho va fiong gop cua quy vi.

SAP-VN la nhip cau noi gida cac nha bao tré va ngdéi thu hédng sdi trd giup,
chung toi sel tiep tuc la nhip cau véing chac fddic xay déng bang tinh thédng yeu,
niem tin, sé ton kinh, va tinh nhan ban. Cung nhau chung ta fia va se tiep tuic lam
thay foi tot fiep hdn cho nhieu cuoc Adi.

Together We Can Make A Difference
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I N\ -
15 Nam Nhin Lai
LOI MO NAU
Vao thang 5 nam 1992, sau nhieu lan thao luan soi noi, mot
nhom anh chi em tre tai nam Cali fii fien viec hinh thanh hoi Social
Assistance Program for Vietnam (SAP-VN), mot to chéc vo vu' 16,
phi ton giao va phi chinh phu, ma muc fiich chinh la trd giup cho
ngddi ngheo tai Viet Nam. Thanh phan sang lap vien hoi SAP-VN
gom Nguyen Cong Bang, Nguyen Phédng Chau, Nguyen Ngoc Thanh,
Le Duy Hung va Pham Quang Vinh. Ban fiau hoi hoat fiong tai mot
van phong do mot an nhan bao trd va gap

hinh tai Viet Nam fie phau thuat cho cac em. Tai Hoa Ky, hoi SAP-
VN keu goi fiong gop td nhéng ca nhan va cb sé thédéng mai hao
tam giup bao trd cho nhéng ca phau thuat. Tiep theo hoi lap ra mot
ngan quy rieng fiel fiap dng voi nhu cau ngay cang l6n manh cua
chédng trinh. Hien nay, ngoai bac s Le Néc To, viec kham loc va
phau thuat cho cac em khuyet tat fieu do bac s va phau thuat vien
tai cac trung tam phau thuat va phuc hoi chéc nang 6 Viet Nam
thdc hien.

Trong nam fiau cua CTPTCH, hoi SAP-VN bao trd cho 9 em. Con
so tang len 44 trong nam 1994. Con so tiep tuc tang dan moi nam
va pham vi hoat fiong cung md rong ra nhieu tinh do fiong gop
tai chanh ngay cang tang. Sau 15 nam hoi SAP-VN bao trd tong
cong 6232, voi trung binh 500-600 ca phau

nhau moi cuoi tuan fie thao ra nhéng muc

thuat fi6dc théc hien hang nam. Moi nam

fiich cho SAP-VN.

Sau fio vai thang, mot nhom anh chi thien
nguyen vien len fiddng fi Viet Nam trong
mot chuyen cong tac khao sat nhu cau va
tinh kha thi cua nhéihg chébng trinh va dich
vul trdi giup xa hoi cho ngddi ngheo fiong thi
tao moi lien he va hdp tac vdi cac fioi tac
tai Viet Nam. Nhom cong tac ghe tham mot
so ¢6 sb nhé vien dédng lao, co nhi vien,
benh vien va tram y te, fiai hoc va trédng
hoc. Muc fiich cua chuyen fi la lap ra nhdng
chddng trinh tré giup xa hoi, giao duc, va
cham soc sdc khoe mang lai hieu qua lau
ben cho ngddi ngheo tai Viet Nam.

Sau nhieu nam hoat fiong, muc fiich chinh
cua SAP-VN van duy tri nhd vay nhdng nhdng
chddng trinh td thien cua hoi cung dan dan
chuyen fioi va mo rong cho phu hdp voi nhu
cau thiet yeu nhat cho nhdng fioi tubng ma
hoi fiang trd giup.

PHAU THUAT CHENH
HINH

Vao thang gieng nam 1993, trong mot
chuyen cong tac khao sat tai Viet Nam, hoi
SAP-VN nhan thay so tre em bi di tat x66ng
va gan to bam sinh, benh tat va tai nan kha
cao. Nhding di tat nay tao kho khan va gidi
han kha nang van fiong di chuyen cua cac
em. Them vao fio tr6dng hoc va cé sb cong
cong thieu phddng tien thuan tien cho ngddi
khuyet tat nen cac em khong fien trédng hoc

Thanh Qua 15 Nam

Mang F i nA ¢ yi cho 1359 tri sot mi v~
he h”'m Ach.

B! o tru ph_u thuat ch:nh h3nh cho 6232
tri em khuyAt tot tay chon.

Kh8&m bMnh, nhY rt.ng, ph&t k2nh thuXc v
ph_ u thuat mikn ph2 cho tr°n 17,000 bMnh
nh®n ngh o t i nhung v¥ng qu® hio I18nh.

Ti tre 500 hzc bYng v tru gi¥%p cho 2180
hZc sinh ngh o v'" hZc sinh khuyAt tot.

Mang F i 8nh s'ng cho 1369 bMnh nhon
mat ¢ ym.

XOy 268 ckn nh™ tnh th _ ng cho ' n
nhOn i o IAL.

XOy dxng 42 ph_ng hzc cho h'ng ng''n
hZc sinh m_u gi§o # i nhung v¥ng sCu
ving xa.

Chuy6n t'Ing 17 kiMn h"'ng (18 ft
containers) dAng cA v’ trang thiAt by
khoa cho nhung trung tom y tA ¢ n thiAu
thXn vot liMu tr°n to'n ViMt Nam.

T'Ing 529 xe Ikn/xe lac cho tri khuyAt tot
n'Ing khing the phou thuot L _ c.

Nuli £n h'ng ngy cho 80-100 tri
kghuyAt tot ¢ i trung t m nui d' y tri’
khuyAt tot na ThiMn tp nkm 1995.

hoi fieu tol chdc nhéng chuyen cong tac fie
khao sat va tham fiinh tien trien va ket qua
cua chddng trinh va tham hoi cac em fia
fiddc phau thuat

TANG XE LAN XE LAC

Trong luc kham loc cac em khuyet tat cho
CTPTCH, hoi SAP-VN gap nhieu trédng hop
di tat qua nang ma cac em khong con fii lai
hay fibng day hoac cht co the di chuyen bang
cach boi tren hai tay va hai chan. Phau thuat
chinh hinh cung khong giup chéa tri fdoc.
Nhdéng trédng hdp nay hoi SAP-VN giup tang
xe lan hoac xe lac fie dung lam phdédng tien
di chuyen. Nam 1997, hoi SAP-VN bat fiau
chddng trinh tang xe lan xe lac voi trung binh
45 chiec hang nam. Tong cong, hoi fAa tang
529 xe lan xe lac. Vi phddng tien xe lan va
xe lac nay, cac em co the tdi fien trédng hoc
va bot fii ganh nang cho gia fiinh va ng6di
than moi khi can fii fau.

PHAU THUAT VA MOI &
HO HAM ECH

Chodng trinh phau thuat va moi va hd ham
ech (PT VM&HHE) bat fiau vao nam 1994
sau khi hoi SAP-VN tham do va tim hieu
thay co toi khoang 100 trédng hdp tre em bi
trddng hop s6t moi hoaic hd ham ech tai moi
tznh. Di tat bam sinh nay gay kho khah cho
cac em trong viec noi chuyen va an uong va

fiddc. Cac em chz con song lel thuoc vao gia

con hdn the nda la cac em luon b che nhao

fiinh va ngdbi than.

Phau thuat chenh hinh la mot phdéng thdc giup cac em phuc hoi
chdc nang van fiong va tao cd hoi cac em tr lai cuoc song binh
thédng. Nieu fio thoic hien fiddc che vbi 200USD cho mot ca phau
thuat. Thiet nght mot chddng trinh nho vay sel mang lai ket qua hou
hieu lau dai cho cac em va gia fiinh, nen hoi SAP-VN hinh thanh
Chddng Trinh Phau Thuat Chenh Hinh (CTPTCH).

Nau tien hoi hdp tac voi BS Le Noc To mot phau thuat vien chenh

bdi moi ng6di xung quanh do vet st moi.

Mot ca PT VM&HHE ton khoang 40-100 USD tuy theo trééng hdp
nang nhe va ¢ hoi thanh cong kha cao. Chédng trinh nay hoat fiong
tédng t8l nho chédng trinh phau thuat chenh hinh. Cac em fisdc kham
loc va giai phau bdi cac bac sb 6 fita phddng tai cac benh vien gan
ndi cac em c6 ngu.

Trong nam fiau, hoi SAP-VN bao trd fiddc 150 ca voi ket qua rat
tot. Trong suot 13 nam hoat fiong chédng trinh PT VM&HHE bao

Together We Can Make A Difference
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15 Years Looking Back

INTRODUCTION

In May of 1992, after many serious discussions, a group of UCI
alumni established Social Assistance Program for Viet Nam (SAP-
VN), a non-profit organization with no religious and political affiliations
whose goal is to provide social assistance for the poor population
of Viet Nam. This group of friends and colleagues included Nguyen
Cong Bang, Nguyen Chau, Nguyen Thanh, Le Duy Hung, and Pham
Quang Vinh. The group operated out of donated office space and

surgery. Because such a program can have great long term impact
on the lives of these children and their families, SAP-VN began
collaborating with Dr. Le Duc To, an orthopedic surgeon in Viet Nam,
to sponsor surgeries for disabled children.

SAP-VN first began to appeal to individual donors in the U.S. for
money to sponsor selected cases and eventually established a fund
specifically dedicated to sponsor the surgeries. Local doctors in Viet
Nam screened patients and performed the surgeries. In its first year
of operation, SAP-VN sponsored nine children for surgery. In 1994,
this number grew to 44 sponsored patients and continue to grow
with each year of operation. After 15 years, we have sponsored a
total of 6232 surgeries. And every year, Thanh Nguyen, president of

met during weekends to formulate SAP-VN's
mission and goals.

A few months after its formation, several
members embarked on a trip to Viet Nam
with the goal of assessing the needs for
assistance programs and services and to
establish contacts with collaborators. They
visited institutions that cared for the elderly
and orphanages, hospitals and clinics, and
colleges and schools, with the intention of
establishing social welfare, education, and
health programs that would have long term
impacts on the poor communities in Viet
Nam. As a result of their visits, various pilot
programs listed below were created:

1. Contributing medicine and money to
mobile clinics in Saigon

2. Providing financial support to
communities in natural disasters

3. Sponsoring scholarship program for
poor and disadvantaged students

4. Sponsoring orthopedic surgeries for
disabled children

Over the years, the goals of SAP-VN
have remained the same but some of these
programs have evolved and expanded based
on our assessment of what services would
have the most beneficial impacts for the
people we seek to help.

ORTHOPEDIC PROGRAM

In January of 1993, SAP-VN made another
assessment trip to Viet Nam and witnessed
a high number of children who suffered from
bone deformities resulting from childhood
diseases and accidents. The disabilities
limit their mobility, preventing them from

15 Years
Accomplishments

Brought Smiles to 1359 children by
providing cleft-palate/lip surgery

Given 6232 physical disabled children
a chance to walk through its Orthopedic
surgery program.

Performed health examine, tooth
extraction, and dirstibuted free medicine to
more than 17,000 patients.

Given 500 scholarships and school
supplies to 2180 poor students and
disabiled students.

Brought clear vision to 1369 patients
blinded by cataract through its cataract
surgery program.

Built 268 compassated houses for victtims
of natural disasters. .

Built 42 kindergarten schools for thousand
of s tudents in remote villages.

Shipped 17 18ft containers of medical
equipment and supplies to poor hospitals.

Donated 529 wheelchairs and tricycles to
severely disabled children.

Help feed 80-100 disabled children daily
at na ThiMn school of disabled student
since 1995.

SAP-VN, returns to Viet Nam to visit children
who have been operated on to assess the
success of their surgeries and to see how
their lives have changed as a result of these
surgeries.

WHEELCHAIR
PROGRAM

In the process of screening children for
surgeries, SAP-VN witnessed numerous
cases where the disability was so severe
that children were unable to walk or stand
and could only move by crawling on their
four limbs. In many cases, surgery could not
correct these disabilities. SAP-VN wanted
to provide a means for the children to be
mobile by donating wheelchairs or tricycles.
In 1997, SAP-VN began the wheelchair
program, donating an average of 45 chairs
per year to disabled children. In total, we
have donated 529 wheelchairs and tricycles.
Having a means of mobility has allowed many
handicapped children to attend school and
be less reliant on other family members to
transport them from place to place.

CLEFT PALATE
PROGRAM

The Cleft Palate Surgery Program began
in 1994 as a response to statistics showing
that as many as 100 children in each local
province suffer from cleft palate condition.
This congenital condition not only affects the
child’s ability to speak properly and cause
difficulty in eating, but it also causes social
stigma due to the physical scar on the child’s

attending school or working, and as a result, these disabilities leave
them dependent on their already impoverished families. Corrective
surgery can help them regain some mobility and hopefully would
provide them an opportunity to lead a more independent life.
While the surgeries would improve their lives, most families cannot
afford the cost of the procedure, which is approximately $200 per

face. Surgery to correct the cleft palate is highly effective and the
cost ranges from $40-100 per case, depending on the severity of
the condition.

This program operated similarly to the Orthopedic Program, in that
local doctors in hospitals close to the province where patients live
would screen patients and perform the surgeries. In the first year

Together We Can Make A Difference



GREEN CROSS No. 50 Page 6

A Helping Hand for Needy People in Vietham

trdl phau thuat cho tong 1359 em. Trong nhéng nam gan fiay, nhieu
to chdc quoc te cung bao trdl VM&HHE tai Viet Nam, hoat fiong
cua chédng trinh nay cua hoi cung thuyen giam fie don nol léc vao
nhdng chddng trinh khac.

PHAU THUAT MAT COOM

Chobng trinh phau thuat mat c6ém la chééng trinh mdi nhat trong
so nhéng chddng trinh td thien cua hoi SAP-VN. Vao nam 2005,
sau khi khao sat va tim hieu méc fio: mu loa do benh mat cédm gay
ra kha cao 6 cac cu cao nien ngheo. Benh mat cd6m chda tro fidoc
bang phau thuat va fiat hieu qua cao chz vi 50 USD moi ca.

Trong chuyen cong tac mo mat c66m thd nghiem vao nam 2005,
hoi SAP-VN hdp tac vdi BS Phi Duy Tien, mot chuyen vien phau
thuat mat tai BV Mat Sai Gon, kham loc va phau thuat giup mang
lai anh sang cho 289 benh nhan ngheo & nhéng vung thon que.

Sau lan thd nghiem thanh cong fio, hoi tiep tuc md rong hdp tac
vdi cac bac si chuyen khoa phau thuat mat khac, nhé BS Nguyen
Thanh Liem, thuoc BV Mat Can Tho, fie mang dich vu phau thuat
mat c86m fien gan hoén nhdng benh nhan & nhéng tinh xa & mien
tay Viet Nam. Gan fiay nhat hoi hop tac véi BS Nguyen Quoc Nat
thuoc BV Mat Na Nang fie mo mat cho ngéi ngheo 6 Quang Nam
va nhéng vung lan can 6 mien Trung. Tinh fien cuoi nam 2007, hoi
fia bao trd fiudc tong cong 1369 cu gia Addc mo mat cddm.

Y TE MIEN PHi

Trong nhéng nam fiau thanh lap, hoi SAP-VN hdp tac voi mot
nhom bac sb va y ta thien nguyen 6 Sai Gon fii vel nhdng vung que
heo lanh fie chda benh va phat thuoc mien phi cho ngdoi ngheo.

Tiep noi chieu hédng fio, vao nam 1994 ba vi bac si thien nguyen
vien cua hoi SAP-VN khdi x66ng nhom y te |8u fiong gom toan bo
la thien nguyen vien td Hoa Ky. Nhom y te nay fion nhan fiédc so
hédng 6ng cua nhieu bac si, nha s, dédic sé va thien nguyen vien
tinh nguyen fii ve nhding vung que 6 Viet Nam fie kham benh, nho
rang, phat thuoc va mat kieng mien phi cho ngédi ngheo.

Nen nay, nhom y te 16u fiong nay thu hut fiéoc tren 30 thien nguyen
vien moi nam. Cac thien nguyen vien fieu té' tuc lo vel may bay va
an 8 cho ca nhan minh. Hoi che fiai thol chi phi van chuyen fiudng
bo trong luc cong tac va thuoc men cho benh nhan. Trong luc kham
benh, cac bac st cung giup kham loc tre khuyet tat va benh nhan
mat c66m fie Addc chda tri phau thuat qua chddng trinh Phau Thuat
Chenh Hinh va Phau Thuat Mat Co0m.

Chaong trinh nay cung md rong them fie ho trd cho cac phong
kham mien phi cho ngédi ngheo nhé Kim Long va Dieu Ne cua cac
S6 va Thay tai Hue. Hang nam chddng trinh nay phuc vu va giup
fidi cham soc y te cho trung binh 12,000 benh nhan.

GIAO DUC VA XAY LOP HOC

Chébng trinh giao duc khdi fiau vdi nhéng phan hoc bong cho 30
thieu nien ngheo va hieu hoc. Chdéng trinh nay kha thanh cong vi
fien nam 1997 hoi fia giup fiddc 500 hoc sinh tiep tuc hoc nghe va
hoc chd. Ngoai viec tai trd hoic bong, hoi con quyen sach giao khoa
va tap chi khoa hoc cho trédng hoc va tho vien 6 Viet Nam.

SAP-VN con tai tr xay cat cac 16p mau giao va tieu hoc 6 nhdong

mien thon que va fien nay chung toi fia hoan tat 38 phong hoc to
ngan quy tai tré 113,700 USD. Vao nam 1995, hoi bat fau tai trd
am-thdc cho cac em hoc sinh khuyet tat 6 trédng Na Thien va van
tiep tuc bao trdl 70 em hang nam.

XAY NHA TINH THOONG

Bao lut la thien tai hang nam tai Viet Nam. Vi the ngédi Viet co
nam lai co mot hai lan bao lut nang tan pha nha cda nhé tran bao
Linda vao nam 2001 tan pha hang ngan can nha va lay fii hang
tram mang ngddi tai may ttnh mien Tay va Nam, va tran bao
Xangxane (hay so 6) vao cuoi nam 2006 tan pha nha cda va giet fii
hang tram ngodi tai Na Nang, Quang Nam, va nhdng tinh khac tali
mien Trung. Sau nhéng tran bao Iut nho the, hoi thédng keu goi sd
fiong gop cua cac manh thddng quan vao chédng trinh cou trdi khan
cap fiel xay ddng nha cda hoac tr6dng hoc tai nhding fita phddng bi
thiet hai nang ne nhat. Tat ca moi s6 fiong gop (100%) trong cac
chddng trinh cdu trdl nay fieu Addc fida fien tan tay cua nhdng fioi
tédng AGAC giup.

Ngoai nhdng lan cou trd nho hang nam, hai fia théc hien nhieu lan
cou trd nan nhan cac thien tai tuy theo c6dng fio nang nhe. Mot lan
cou trd cho nan nhan bao lut Linda vao nam 2001. Trong lan bao
Linda, hoi nhan fiddc 142,000. So tien nay ngoai cou trd tien mat
(t6 300,00 fien 500,000 VND) va hien vat cho 5,368 gia fiinh ngheo
bi anh hédng bao, hoi con giup xay 258 can nha mai 16p bang ton
tren nhéing bo cot
keo modi, va vach
nha lam bang la
dda nédc.

Vao cuoi nam
2006, hoi nhan
fidic moit sol
ngan khoan fie
giup nan nhan
bao lut Xangsane
tai Quang Nam
va tnh Ben Tre.
SAP-VN fa giup
xay 8 can nha
tai Nai Loc tinh
Quang Nam va
10 can nha tai
tznh Ben Tre cho
nhéng gia finh
ngheo va co con
tre b nha xap bdi
hai tran bao cuoi
nam 2006.

Ch8u D__ ng th1 Quanh Nh_,3 tuYi sau ph_u thuat # i TT Ch:nh
H3nh v'" PhAc HQi Choc Nkng Ct n Th_, 2007.

A child, D_ _ ng thl Quanh Nh_, 3 years old was recuperating
after surgery at Can Tho Orthopedic Surgery & Rehabilitation
Center in 2007.
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of the program, SAP-VN sponsored 150 surgeries, all with excellent
results. For the past 13 years, SAP-VN continues to sponsor the
surgeries, with a total of 1359 successful cases. More recently, many
other international organizations are also sponsoring similiar surgeries;
resulting in a decrease of SAP-VN's activity in this program which
allows us to focus our efforts in other areas.

CATARACT SURGERY PROGRAM

The most recent addition to SAP-VN's repertoire of services is the
Cataract Surgery Program. SAP-VN is aware of the high number of
elderly people in Viet Nam afflicted with cataracts, an eye condition
that can result in blindness. This condition can be effectively cured
with cataract surgeries, which can be performed at the low cost of
$50 per case.

In 2005, SAP-VN decided to establish a pilot program to support
this effort to prevent blindness. SAP-VN established contact with an
ophthalmologist in Saigon, Dr. Tien Phi, to begin screening patients in
rural areas in need of cataract surgeries and subsequently, transported
patients back to Saigon to undergo the operations. The pilot phase
was a success, with 289 patients. SAP-VN continues to work with
ophthalmologists in Viet Nam to provide the sight-restoring surgeries,
collaborating with rural hospitals that are close to where the patients
live so that we can make the surgeries even more accessible to those
who need it most.

MOBILE CARE CLINICS

The mobile care clinic began as a collaboration with doctors and
nurses at two local clinics in Saigon consisting who volunteered to
go to rural areas to provide free dental, primary health, and vision
care to poor patients. Annually, they assisted about 12,000 patients
who could not afford medical care otherwise. In addition to this work,
they assisted SAP-VN in screening disabled children for orthopedic
surgeries. This allowed SAP-VN to offer life-changing surgeries to
patients in remote regions that would otherwise have not have been
reached. SAP-VN provided financial assistance to the group of doctors
to cover expenses for medication and transportation for the numerous
trips they took throughout the years.

Beginning in 1994, a group of three SAP-VN volunteers consisting of
U.S. based healthcare professionals organized an annual trip back to
Viet Nam to join in the efforts of the mobile care clinics. By 1997, they
have assembled a team of doctors, dentists, optometrist, pharmacists,
and volunteers to provide free health care and medication to people
in remote regions of Viet Nam. Today, the annual Mobile Care trip
attracts more than 20 SAP-VN volunteers.

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

When SAP-VN first started, one of the goals was to send back
medical supplies and educational materials to hospitals and clinics in
Viet Nam. We received donations from medical and pharmaceutical
companies such as Baxter, MEDIC, Alcon, and private donors and
physicians, where donated supplies consisted of X-ray machines,
medication, laboratory equipment, and medical textbooks. SAP-VN
volunteers worked tirelessly, often times late in the night, to sort
and pack equipment for shipment to Viet Nam. SAP-VN identified

hospitals in Saigon, Hanoi, and other surrounding rural regions that
need these supplies and arranged for the supplies to be shipped
to these facilities. The cost of each shipment ranged from $2500-
$3500 for approximately a ton of materials. The program was very
successful and SAP-VN received such big quantities of supplies that
eventually their small office space could not accommodate all these
materials and they had to move into an office space in order to store
the supplies. This program was operational from 1994-2000 and
SAP-VN shipped a total of 17 containers of about 246,500 pounds
of medical supplies to Vietham.

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

At the initiation of SAP-VN, a scholarship program was established
to provide poor and disadvantaged students the means to continue and
complete their education. SAP-VN worked with schools and colleges
in Viet Nam to identify students who needed and were deserving of
financial assistance for their education. In the first year of operation,
SAP-VN funded scholarships for about 30 students. This program
was very successful and by 1997, we had awarded 500 scholarships
to needy students for vocational and academic programs. Along
with the scholarship program, SAP-VN also collected educational
materials such as books and journals to ship back to schools and
libraries in Viet Nam.

SAP-VN also granted money to schools that were in dire need of
classrooms for children. In total, SAP-VN has funded the building
of 38 kindergarten and elementary classrooms, totaling $113,700 in
donation. In 1995, SAP-VN also began sponsoring free meals for 99
handicapped children at the Da Thien School. This program continues
today with SAP-VN sponsoring meals for 70 students.

FUNDRAISING

SAP-VN relied on the dedication of volunteers and the generous
donations of their supporters throughout the years. The first issue
of our newsletter, the Green Cross, was circulated in 1992 amongst
a small group of supporters, as a means of spreading the word
of SAP-VN’s activities and a vehicle for donors to contribute to
our organization. Slowly through word of mouth, the Green Cross
expanded its reach to many supporters within California as well as
to other states and even other countries. We have received many
generous checks from donors along with heart-warming letters of
encouragement for the work that we do. In SAP-VN'’s first year of
operation, we received approximately $30,000 in donations and by
2006, our donation base has increased six-fold, to approximately
$200,000 in donations.

In addition to donations, SAP-VN has also hosted fundraising
activities including the penny drive and change for children program
where we display donation boxes at various stores for donation,
hold raffles, sell food at Tet festivals, art sales, and collaborate with
United Way and other private companies. In 2002, SAP-VN began the
tradition of hosting an annual fundraising dinner to raise funds for its
various programs, and to summarize the results of its programs of
the past year for new and long time donors. This year will be the
fifth annual fundraising dinner and we hope that our supporters will
continue to support us in the years to come as we strive to make a
difference in the lives of the poor and unfortunate in Viet Nam.

Together We Can Make A Difference
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Nhding Mau Chuyen

Vao thang 7 vda qua, anh Nguyen Ngoc Thanh (Chu Tich hoi
SAP-VN) va anh Huynh Phédc Noong (Thanh Vien HNQT SAP-VN)
fii cong tac tai Viet Nam nham tham fiinh va fianh gia cac ch6éng
trinh cua hoi. Nam nay hoi SAP-VN ky niem 15 nam thanh lap,
nhan c6 hoi nay hai anh fi lai nhéng chang fi6dng ma hoi SAP-VN
fia qua trong suot 15 nam hau on lai nhéng ky niem va nhdng
thanh qua ma hoi fia fiat iddic va ghe tham mot so em khuyet tat
trong fio co hai em S66ng va Hung. S66ng la mot trong so chin
em fiau tien fi6dc hoi SAP-VN bao tré phau thuat vao nam 1993.
Hung fi6dc bao trd phau thuat vao nam 1998. Gib fiay cuoc song
hai em ra sao?

GOONG THANH NAT
Tanya Hoang

Long quyet tam va nghi Ic fia fida the gidi nay thuoc ve em. Cau
chuyen cua No Thi Anh Séong la mot géong thanh fiat — ma so
thanh fiat fio phai fianh fioi bang nhdng gian nan, hy sinh va tranh
fiau fie Aat fiddc. Cau chuyen cua mot cuoc tranh fiau vdi chinh ban
than fie voot qua tat nguyen & tuoi thd au va védt qua moi chédng
ngai cua cuoc fidi. Nay la cau chuyen cua No Tho Anh Sé6ng.

Lan fiau chung toi galp S66ng vao nam 1993. Luc fio Sd6ng voa
fiddc 18 tuoi. Mot thieu nd voi fiay séc song va nhiet huyet, nhéng
an chda ben trong la noi fiau Aidn, sd' chiu fidng, va noi u uan. S6éng
bi sot bai liet khi len 3, hau qua la tay trai b liet, gan x66ng hong
bi xuoi, hai chan cong hinh chd C va ban chan bi khoeo. Con sot
baii liet fia Aida S66ng toi tinh trang khong ngoi thang, fidng day,
va fii lai A6dc. Thadng thi nhéng fong tac trong sinh hoat hang
ngay nhieu khi chung ta it khi coi trong nhong voi Séong thi hoan
toan xa la. Nhd S66ng chéa he tdi ngoi thang ngddi len fidoic. Them
nda, cach td fi lai duy nhat cua em la bo let bang fioi tay va fioi
chan minh.

Cuoc song that kho khan khong cach nao ta noi cho S86ng, mot
thieu nd! luc nao cung ham muon hoc hoi va cau tien. Mac du S6éng
phai fioi dien voi nhéng nghiet nga ma can benh sot bai liet mang
fien, nhdng em may man lai co iédc mot sdc manh noi tam, mot
sdl quyet tam, va mot tri oc thong minh. Tinh hieu hoc fAa thuc
fiay S66ng hoan tat 16p 12 — mot fiieu ma hau nhé ai cung nghd la
khong théic hien noi fioi voi mot ngddi tat nguyen. Nhong vdi long
kien tri, S66ng fia thuyet phuc me va cac chi thay phien giup fida
em fien tr6dng moi ngay cho fien khi em tot nghiep. Ho fieu cong
nhan chinh séc manh noi tam va long qua cam la chia khoa giup
em hoan tat viec hoc trung hoc.

Nam 1993, mot fiieu cay fang fien vdi Sdong la em fa fiau cuoc
thi tuyen fie fiddic chon vao fiai hoc D6dc Sai Gon, nhéng lai khong
the theo hoc vi tung thieu khong fiu kha nang trang trai hoc phi,
noi tru va sach vo. Nieu cay fiang fio phut choc lai trd nen ngot diu
nhéng fiieu ngot diu fio khong tranh khoi nhéing cam go fie vt qua
nhdng kho khan ma S66ng se phai chiu fidng.

S86ng may man la mot trong 9 em fiau tien Ad6c hoi SAP-VN
chon bao tr6 phau thuat chenh hinh. Em phai trai qua tong cong
nam cuoc giai phau. Cé sau mai lan giai phau la Sé6ng fieu phai
trai qua thdi gian vat ly tro lieu dai dang va fiau fidn keo dai nhieu

thang. Them vao fio em phai té tap phuc hoi moi toi tai nha voi
giup Ad cua gia fAinh.

Phuc hoi chéc nang la mot qua trinh lau dai qua nhieu giai fioan.
Thoat fiau, S66ng phai tap ngoi thang len, roi bddc ke tiep la fidng
day. Tiep theo fio em tap t8 i lai va gap fAddc fioi chan giup em
fidng len ngoi xuong de dang. Nong tac tédng chong “fion gian”
nhé gap chan phai mat vai thang em madi théc hien fiédc. Va nhéng
[0p tap vat ly tri lieu keo dai trien mien t86ng chéng khong bao gid
dét. Em van nhé ro mot trong nhéing lan fiau tien em t6 mot minh
fidbng day Addc nhd vin vao thanh cba so. Giay phut fio em that fiau
fidn nhdng that vui s6dng khon ta. Em nhé muon het to len vi qua
sung séng qua hanh phuc, nédc mat tuon ra trong luc moi ngdoi
chung quanh chéng kien em fia thang!

T6 nam 1993 fien nay hoi SAP-VN fia nhieu lan vieng tham Sé6ng
fie tham hoi xem em tien trien ra sao. Trong lan vieng tham nam
2000, S86ng tam s6 la mong co phdédng tien fii lai fie co the kiem
fidoc viec lam. Trodc fo, S66ng phai hoan toan phu thuoc vao ngddi
than giup chd em moi khi can fii fiau fio. S60ng rat mong fAddic phu
giup vdi gia fiinh va tr6 nen hdu ich cho xa hoi vi thet em mong co
fiddc mot chiec xe fie tdl fii lai. Nhéng mot chiec xe cho mot ngddi
khuyet tat nhd S66ng cung khong fibn gian vi can fiddc cai bien cho
phu hdp véi trédng hdp fiac biet cua em. Sau khi nghe thay fdoc
66c nguyen cua So86ng toc thi mot vai anh chi thien nguyen vien
SAP-VN mau chong gom gop giup S66ng mua mot chiec xe may va
cai bien thanh xe fiong c6 ba banh cho em.

Khi chung toi fien tham vao thang 7, 2007, em van con gid chiec
xe ma hoi SAP-VN fa tang va fia bay to long biet 6n vo van vi
mon qua ay. Em cho biet chiec fa Addc sba fi sba lai nhieu lan
cho du fAa cu nhéng em se gidl lai va tran quy mon qua nay béi no
la mon qua hy vong cua em. Chiec xe khong chz la cong cu fie di
chuyen ma fioi vbi em no con la td6ng tréng cho sdl lac quan va
niem 606¢c mo.

T6 niem 66c md t& fi lai cua S66ng vao nam 1993 cho fien viec
trdl giup nhdng em khuyet tat kem may man khac trong suot nhieu
nam qua, chung toi cam nhan & S66ng cua nam 2007 mot phu né
vdi fiay nghi 16 va quyet tam. Em fa lap gia fiinh vdi mot y ta ma
em gap trong mot lan vao benh vien va hien fiang mang thai fida
con fau long. S66ng fiang theo fiuoi van bang cuoi trong 4 van bang
fie hanh nghe bac si Nong y sau khi thi fiau 3 van bang tréoc fio.

Sdong noi rang chuoi dai kinh nghiem em fa trai vbi SAP-VN
qua la mot diem phuc. Téng ngay téng ngay troi qua, em nhé luon
cam nhan fiédc fiong ldic thuc fiay em vaon len té nhéng thanh vien
SAP-VN (co nhdng ngddi em chda he gap mat). Hol luon danh cho
em moi sé ung ho td the chat fien tinh than va ca tinh cam. Khi
chia tay em bay to fioi 16i nhan nhu va khuyen khich cac ban lam
vao hoan canh tat nguyen nhé em rang — “Néng bo cuoc va fidng
buon. Hay cd tiep tuc theo fiuci giac md cua minh va nhd the sé
may man sel fien vli cac ban trong tédng lai”.

MOT OOC MO BINH THOONG

Jean Lieu
Nguyen Van Hung con nhd hoi con be may fida ban trong xom
fiua choi trédc nha em. Tui con trai thi ro6t fiuoi nhau trong trol cut
bat hay fia banh. Tui con gai ch6i nhay day hay lo co. Hau het tuoi
tho au cua em, em cht la fida ngoai cuoc, cht ngoi xem, chang bao
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The Stories

Vao thang 7 vda qua, anh Nguyen Ngoc Thanh (Chu Tich hoi
SAP-VN) va anh Huynh Phédc Noong (Thanh Vien HNQT SAP-VN)
fii cong tac tai Viet Nam nham tham fiinh va fianh gia cac ch6éng
trinh cua hoi. Nam nay hoi SAP-VN ky niem 15 nam thanh lap,
nhan c6 hoi nay hai anh fi lai nhéng chang fi6dng ma hoi SAP-VN
fia qua trong suot 15 nam hau on lai nhéng ky niem va nhdng
thanh qua ma hoi fia fiat iddic va ghe tham mot so em khuyet tat
trong fio co hai em S66ng va Hung. S66ng la mot trong so chin
em fiau tien fi6dc hoi SAP-VN bao tré phau thuat vao nam 1993.
Hung fi6dc bao trd phau thuat vao nam 1998. Gib fiay cuoc song
hai em ra sao?

PERSONAL TRIUMPH

Tanya Ngoc Hoang

With determination and perseverance, the world was hers. Do Thi
Anh Suong’s story is a story of success — but success with much
struggle, sacrifice, and a fight to prevail. This is a tale of one person’s
fight to overcome a severe disability at a young age and triumph
against great odds. This is the story of Do Thi Anh Suong.

We first met Suong in 1993 when she was eighteen years old.
She was vibrant and eager, yet there was certainly a sense of
pain, suffering, and sorrow about her. Suong had suffered polio at
the age of three, which resulted in a disabled left arm, loose hip
tendon, 2 legs bent in a C-formation, and twisted feet. Polio had left
Suong with the inability to sit erect, stand up, and walk. Common,
everyday activities that most of us take for granted were unknown
and foreign to Suong. For instance, Suong had never sat up straight.
In addition, the only way she was able to move around was to crawl
on her four limbs.

Life was an indescribably, difficult challenge for this young woman,
who was so eager to learn and explore. While Suong was dealt with
the physical challenges that polio caused, she was gifted with inner
strength, determination, and incredible intellect. Her eagerness and
drive to learn first enabled Suong to finish 12th grade — something
that many thought would be a lost cause on a person with many
physical disabilities. But with Suong’s persistence, she convinced
her mother and sisters to take turns bringing her to school everyday
until she graduated. They recalled her strength and courage to finish
and her desire to learn.

In 1993, it was bittersweet that Suong passed an exam, making
her eligible for entry into Saigon University of Pharmacy, yet was
unable to pursue her education due to her inability to afford tuition,
boarding, and books. Bittersweet soon transformed into a sweet
yet struggling fight to overcome many odds that Suong would soon
be forced to endure.

In 1993, Suong was one of nine children for whom SAP-VN
sponsored orthopedic surgeries. She endured a total of five arduous
operations. After each grueling operation, Suong underwent strenuous
physical therapy that lasted for months, rehabilitating herself at nights
with the assistance of family members.

Rehabilitation was a long and slow process, but Suong’s will power
pushed her to first sit up, then stand upright, subsequently, she was

able to walk and bend her legs, allowing her to stand up and sit
down. A “simple” act such as bending her legs took Suong several
months to accomplish, and only after endless, demanding physical
therapy sessions. She recalled one of the first times where she
was able to hold herself up on her own by grabbing a window. The
moment was painful yet so exuberating that she screamed with joy,
while tears came streaming down as everyone watched her struggle
and triumph.

From 1993 until now, SAP-VN has visited Suong on several
occasions to see her progress. On one of the trips, Suong expressed
her desire to seek employment and be self sufficient. Up until that
point, Suong had relied solely on the good will of others to transport
her from one location to another. Suong wanted to contribute to her
family and to society as a whole and asked for a vehicle in which
she would transport herself. But this was no ordinary vehicle — it
had to be converted to accommodate Suong’s special needs. Upon
hearing of this request, several members of SAP-VN (Tuan Nguyen,
Hung Vu, and Tram Anh Long) quickly donated a used moped that
was converted into a motorized three-wheel vehicle for Suong.

When we visited Suong in July 2007, she still had the vehicle that
SAP-VN donated and expressed such deep gratitude for the gift.
She admits that the vehicle has been repaired numerous times but
vows to always cherish the gift since it is a gift of hope for her.
The vehicle was not only a vehicle of transportation but a symbol of
optimism and dreams.

From a dream of walking on her own in 1993 to helping others
who are less fortunate, we found Suong in great spirits in 2007.
She is married to a nurse who she met at the hospital on one of her
visits and is currently expecting her first child. Suong is pursuing
her final certificate to practice oriental medicine, having successfully
completed three certificates already.

Suong looks back on the entire experience with SAP-VN as a
blessing. As each day passes by, she continues to feel motivated
from many SAP-VN members (many of whom she has never met)
who continuously support her physically, mentally, and emotionally.
Her parting words to us in 2007 were words of encouragement
to those who have physical disabilities similar to her — “Don’t be
discouraged and don’t despair. Continue to pursue your dreams and
perhaps good fortune will come to you in the future.”

A SIMPLE DREAM

Jean Lieu

Nguyen Van Hung remembers watching other children as they
played in front of his house. Boys ran and chased each other in a
game of tag or soccer. Girls jumped rope or played hopscotch. For
most of his childhood, he was an outsider, only watching, never invited
to participate in the simple games that children played. Nowadays,
Hung no longer watches on the side lines.

Born with severe clubbed feet, Nguyen Van Hung walked on the
sides and tops of his foot. To fit into shoes, he often had to be
creative to secure them directly to his feet to protect and cover what
would normally be the top of other people’s feet. At the end of the
day, the thick callused skin on his feet would be red and swollen,
sometimes broken and bleeding from the simple act of walking. And
yet, though walking was a task painful beyond imagination for young
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gid fiddc cac ban ru chdi chung nhéing tro ma moi fida tre fieu thich
chéi. Bay gid thi Hung het la fida ibng xem ben le roi.

Sanh ra bi khoeo hai chan nang, Hung bdoc fii bang canh va mu
cua ban chan. Ne co the mang giay, em phai co gang va sang tao
lam médi gid chiec giay 6 vi tri bao ve cho mat tren cua ban chan
khi cham fat, fiang ly ra phai nam hééng len tren nhd 6 mot ng6di
binh thdbng. Sau nhieu nam thang fii lai 6 t6 the fio, 16p da chan
sdng va com fia len, foi khi bo tray s66t fien chay mau cht vi fiong
tac binh thédng la fi bo. Ni lai von fia fau fidn khong the t8ong
fiddc cho cau be Hung, nhéng fiau Aidn hén the nda la nhdng cap
mat khinh bz va kinh s6 cua cac ban va hang xom. V6i tinh than
véing vang, Hung thich 6ng voi can tat nguyen va khong he mat fii
niem hy vong. Nam 1998, cau be 9 tuoi Hung tim fien hoi SAP-VN
va fiodc nhdng nha hao tam bao trdl phau thuat chinh hinh.

Gan mot thap nien sau, Hung fiédc anh Huynh Phédc Néong, mot
fiieu hdp vien chédng trinh phau thuat chanh hinh cua hoi SAP-VN,
ghel tham. Hung 19 tuoi trong khong khac nhdng thanh thieu nien
trang léa khac. Voc dang khoe voa van, em bddc fii nhéng bédc
véing chai va tdl tin. Thoat nhin, kho biet em tréoc fay b di tat khoeo
chan. Em fii lai va di chuyen khong chut kho khan nao. Tuy nhien,
khi xem ky lai thi nhéing vet theo la bang chéng cua nhieu cuoc giai
phau fie em co the fi lai fiddc binh thd6ng nhé ngay hom nay. Mac
du co chut mac c6, em tra 16i nhéing 16i tham hoi rat gay gon va
fiich xac, va luon nhan manh rang cuoc giai phau fia lam thay fioi
cuoc fidi em. Neu khong co fiddc mon qua phau thuat giup em fii lai
fiddc Hung noi chac gid nay em van con bo tu tung trong nha.

Hung hien hanh nghei hét toc 6 le Addng tai huyen Ninh Hoa, tinh
Khanh Hoa véi gia moi khach hot toc la 5000VNN, tinh trung binh moi
ngay kiem fiddc 1 USD (16,000 VNN). Em phai kiem fiédc cho nao
co mai che nang moéa fie hot toc. Hom nao thdi tiet xau ma khong
kiem fi6dc cho co mai thi Hung that nghiep. Hom nay trdi nang tot
Hung thoan thoat fioi tay voi nhdng fiong tac hét toc, trong khi tro
chuyen voi fioan SAP-
VN ghe tham. Trong
khi hot toc cho anh
Noong, em luon t8i
codi ke vdi anh Noong
mot trong nhdng 66c
muon trong tdong lai
cua em la md mot
tiem hét toc cua rieng
minh va lap gia fiinh.
Mot cau be trodc fay
luon rut re, mac cam
va phai gang soéic
moi khi fAi lai, nay
Hung luoin nhin ve
phia trédc cho mot
todng lai voi nhieu hy
voing.

NguyKn VEn H¥%ng
tr. ac v sau ph_u
thuat, Hung before
and after surgery.

DY TI' C GAY QU fiCHO EM NInM
HY V' NG 50 K| NI' M 15 NI-M NGéY
THENH LxP H | SAP-VN

Ng™'y 07 th&ng 10, 2007, gfn 500 ©n nhOn L« L/Jn tham d,
DY Ti ¢ GOy Qu: v K Ni m 15 Ntm th''nhIdp h i. Qua
phfn gi. i thi u th"nh vi°n HNQT hi n h''nh v" nh_ ng ¢ u
th"'nh vi°n cng thi n nguy n vi°n, I phfn tr3nh chiJu m t
LoYn phim ngdn n-i 1°n nh. ng k/Jt qul hodt L, ng t thi n
¢ ah itrongsu t15ntm qua. Ngoiram tLoUn phim ngdn
vQ hai em n, th Cnh S€hng (An Giang - ph¥u thudt ntm
1994 LJJn 1997) v" em Nguy, n Vkn H%ng (Kh8nh H_a - phXu
thudt nkm 1997 v~ 1998) n-il°n nh, ng kh- khtn tr€, ¢ phXu
thudt, qu§ trinh phxu thudt vi* nh, ng phbin Lblu ¢, a hai em
LWd'nh '€ ¢s t Idp cho blnthon nh€ hi n nay L« gy
'€ cnhiQus c[m L, ngL/ncho c§c ©n nhon thamd by i
dd t c. Hai em cIng L« thay mHt c&c bln cting cf[nhng, ¢ i
I icfm hnL/n qul ©n nhon nhon dp k ni m 15 nkm ng’y
th"'nhidp h, i.

Phfn vin ngh  do ban nhlc The Up Tight ctng ca s Tubln
Ng ¢ v’ Di uH€ehng L-ngg-p L« Lem LJJn nhiQu bin t€ ng
cho kh&n gil". nHc bi tLOy I IFn ramdt LFu ti°n ¢, a ban nhlc
The Up Tight sau mbly ch. ¢ nkm vdng b-ng. CIng n°n n-i
them I'" trong v_ng 5 ntm qua, h i L« may mdn nhdn '€ ¢
s L-ngg-pnhi tnhc ahaicasyDi uHehng, Tubin Ng c,
v nhiQu ca sy kh&c.

Ngo“ira, gianh"'ng " trang s ¢, bing hoa, v tranh t€ ng
b&n L'blu gi§ do ch T" ng Ph€hng Lan, Jean Li°u v'" VI Anh
Chitring coi L« thu h%t '€ c¢s ch%Tc anh ngquankh§ch
thamd v inh ngl’ trangs cLGp mdt. Phfn b&n v@ LW X
s" chotbimtranh ¢, ah as)B® KT v’ ph¥u thudt m2 mdt cIng
L« Lem LJJnnhiQus h"oh ngdos nkngl ngv’ vuinh n
¢, acl Tanya Ng ¢ v~ anh Cowboy (ngu i L« t ngtham gia
trong show Survivor 13 ¢, a L'"i truyQn h3nh CBS). T ng ¢ ng
tion quy°n '€ ct c8c gian h"'ng v'" b8&n Lblu gi§ I'" $7266.
T ngs” tiQn thu cho bu i d4 ti ¢ iCho Em NiQm Hy V ng 50
I'" $73,846. S’ tiQn '€ cthut nh ng phfn nhe sau:

1) V@ (tickets) $8,350
2)Blotr (sponsors) $51,200
3) n-ng g-p (donations) $7,030
4) Gian H'ng/Lblu gi§ (rafpes, jewelry sales) $7,266
T ng s’ tiQn chi (expenses) $12,400
Tion T i (proyt) $61,446

V. i $61,446, ch¥ing ta c- thW b[o tr phXu thudt ch'nh h3nh
'€ ¢ gFn 300 ch8u b khuy/t tdt tay chon, mua L€ ¢ 512
chifjc xe ldc tay hoHc 614 chif]c xe Ikn tay, hoHc xCy '€ ¢ 51
ckn nh™ chdc chdn ch ng IT | t cho b™ con ngh™ o kh-.

niWm n i bdt ¢ a bu i d4 ti ¢ iCho Em NiQm Hy V ng
501"s L-ngg-pcings cc atren 80 thi n nguy n vi°n
trT L« I'm cho bu i d4 ti ¢ '€ ¢ ho'n th nh L¥%ng nhe T
nguy n ¢ a c8c anh ch trong em trong ban  ch c. Ngo”i
c8c thi nnguy ntrl, h ixin ghinhdns L-ngg-ptchc c
¢, ac8c anh ch trongbant ch cbu iddti c, c& anh ch
Phim Duy Quang/T" ng Ph€hng Lan, L° Ng ¢ HE€hng, Trfn
HIi Chu, Tony L° Th8i, Ng* Ho 'ng Kim, VI Anh Chi, Ocean
Tr nh Nghoa, Jean Li°u, v VI n®nh Héng.
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Hung, what was more painful were the stares of pity and shock
from his friends and neighbors. But with a spirit of resiliency, Hung
adapted to his disability and never lost hope. In 1998, nine year old
Hung discovered SAP-VN and was sponsored by generous donors
to have corrective surgery.

Almost a decade later, Hung is visited by Duong Huynh, one of
SAPVN's orthopedic project coordinators. 19 year old Hung appears
like any other teenager. Of moderate built, he strides down the street
with confidence and agility. Upon first look, very little signs of his
former foot deformity remains. He walks and moves without any
trace of difficulty. Close inspection of his feet, however, will reveal
scars from the multiple surgeries he has undergone to achieve the
mobility he has today. Though shy, he answers questions briefly and
concisely, and continually stresses how the surgery has made a great
difference in his life. Without this gift of mobility, Hung shudders and
says that he would probably still be confined at home.

Hung now works as a barber on the side walks of Khanh Hoa
Province in Central Vietn Nam, charging 5,000VND per haircut,
earning an average of 1 US dollar a day (16,000 VND). He works
wherever he can find shelter from sun, heat and rain. If the weather
is bad and there is no shelter, Hung is jobless for the day. Today,
however, was a sunny day as Hung hustles to and fro, carrying out
the day’s chores, chatting away with representatives from SAPVN
with energetic enthusiasm. While giving Anh Duong a very much
needed hair cut, he chatters away cheerfully, telling Anh Duong
about his hopes and goals for the future, which include owning his
own barber shop and starting a family. Once a quiet, withdrawn
boy who struggled just to walk, Hung now looks forward to a more
hopeful future.

Ban ti/Jp tOn L-n ti/Jp quan kh8ch L/n tham d
bu i ddti ¢c"Cho Em NiQm Hy V ng5."

WALK FOR HOPE

On Saturday, September 22nd, 2007, SAP-VN team participated
in the 6th Annual Walk for Hope at El Dorado Park, Long Beach,
CA. The event was organized by Be The Cause, a volunteer-run
organization and was entirely free with free snacks, free T-shirt, and
live entertainment. Walk for Hope was a reminder of the things that
matter most in life. The purpose of the entire event was to spread
more love in the world. The entire 5 kilometer route (3 miles) was
decorated with hundreds of inspiring quotes. Be the Cause (www.
bethecause.org) did not retain any of the proceeds raised from this
event. The walk was paid for entirely by its volunteers.

Walk for Hope was an opportunity to raise funds for SAP-VN and
other nonprofit groups. SAP-VN team included Thanh, An Phuong &
Monica Nguyen, Son, Thao & Nhan Do, Lam & Vicky Vu and their
two daughters.

Thanks to the sponsors, SAP-VN team raised a total of $780 while
enjoying the walk, inspiring quotes, food, music, and learning about
other nonprofit groups.

Together We Can Make A Difference
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15 Nam Sau

Vao thang 7&8, 2007 vda qua, anh Nguyen Ngoc Thanh, chu
tich hoi SAP-VN va anh Huynh Phédc Noong, thanh vien HNQT
cang tac tai Viet Nam fie kiem tra va fianh gia cac chddng trinh
hoat fiong cua hoi. D8di fay la tddng trinh chuyen cong tac cua
anh Thanh.

TOONG TRINH TO VIET NAM
Thanh Nguyen

D TRUONG DASCLAR DA T 3
BT

Toi, bac Hoan, va anh Néong goi fien cac anh chi I6i chao nong
am (nghta fien) t Viet Nam. Chung toi fiang 6 Hoi An. Tuan qua
la mot tuan ban ron va fiat Aiddc nhieu hieu qua. Chung toi fiédc
théding thoc rat nhieu théc an ngon, fiac biet la fio bien khi fii qua
bd bien mien Trung. Nédc doa la thdc uong hang ngay cua chung
toi. Sau mot ngay met nhoc, chung toi thdc fia co nhéng giay phut
sung s6dng, mac du chz co Thdc Em va toi uong “nddc tao” (Tai Qui
Nhén, toi thay mat cho Ironman uong mot chai bia Sai Gon).

15/7: 11:30 sang fien Sai Gon. Vao khach san khong co van fie
gi. Buoi chieu gap anh No Quang Hai va co Phung Lan Anh. Ca hai
dng vien fieu tot, thanh that, va san long cong tac voi SAP-VN.

16/7: Buoi sang tham trédng Na Thien vdi Hoong Anh va cac con
co ay (An Quang & Minh Tam.) Chung toi cung fien tham benh vien
mdi cua bac s To flang fi6dc xay cat fia fien giai fioan cuoi. Buoi
chieu gap bac sb Tien cua Trung Tam T6 Thien Mat (the Charitable
Eyecare Center.) SAP-VN sel bao trd 100 benh nhan td Vinh Long
va 100 benh nhan té Ben Tre. Thdi gian: tuan sau cua chuyen y te
[6u fiong tai Quang Nam. Trung tam se thu xep viec nay. Chung toi
cung gap va thu phim co No Thi Anh G5 T '

S6ong, mot trong 9 benh nhan SAP- |, 4 ¢ T 2
VN bao trd nam 1993. Cau chuyen §
cua Sébng rat cam fiong.

17/7: Buoi sang bay ra Khanh Hoa, |
tham mot benh nhan téng b chan
kheo, anh nay la mot thanh nien |
lam nghe cat toc tai Ninh Hoa. Buoi :
chieu tham 4 benh nhan chinh hinh B2
tai Nha Trang.

18/7: Buoi sang
phat 23 chiec xe
" lan va xe lac cho
tre em va ngodi
[6in tali Khanh
Hoa. Gap 21 hoc
sinh vbi nhu cau
flac biet va gia
fiinh. SAP-VN
bao trd tien hoc
cho nhéing em
nay. Buoi chieu
fien Tuy Hoa, Phu
Yen. Tham khu
fiat AGdc fie ngho
fie xay trédng mau
giao voi 2 phong

hoc tai xa Hoa Hoi, huyen Phu Hoa, Phu Yen.

19/7: Buoi sang tham 3 benh nhah chenh hinh tai Tuy An. Len xe
fii Qui Nhon. Buoi chieu tham Trung Tam Chenh Hinh. Hien nay co
80 em té Khanh Hoa, Phu Yen va Binh Ninh tai trung tam.

20/7: Buoi sang gap rieng voi Hoi Chd Thap No Binh Ninh, Uy
Ban Dan So, Gia Ninh va Tre Em, S0 Lao Nong, va bac si Céong
(Trung Tam Chenh Hinh Qui Nhon) fie trinh bay D& an Binh Ninh,
ban luan ve nhdng kha nang, va thu thap dé kien. Buoi chieu toi va
bac Hoan tham 4 benh nhan chenh hinh tai An Nhén va Phu Cat.
Anh Noong fi tham 2 gia fiinh vdi 4 ngddi con by anh haong boi
chat fioc da cam & Phu Cat.

21/7: Buoi sang gap ca 4 cd quan fie cung trao fioi ke hoach cho
dé an Binh Ninh. Chung toi cung ban fien van fie phan cong va
chia trach nhiem. Chung toi yeu cau ca 4 c6 quan phai nop mot fie
ngho ngan sach cang sém cang tot. Chung toi rdi Qui Nhén vao luc
9 gi6 30 sang va fien Hoi An luc 4 gi6 chieu. Tren fiddng chung
toi co dong lai tham trédng mau giao tai Nien Ban. Buoi chieu gap
ba Robyn Morley, giam fioc chédng trinh Children’s Hope in Action
(CHIA), mot to chdc td thien Uc giup tre em v6i hoan canh fiac biet
tai Hoi An. (www.ChildrenHopelnAction.org)

20/7: Sang nay chung toi se' tham 2 nha tai Nai Loc va gap bac
si Thinh (bac s chenh hinh fia ve héu to Trung Tam Chanh Hinh Na
Nang.) Sau fio chung toi sel fii xe 12 tieng fien Thanh Hoa. Hen cac
ban bai tééng trinh lan toi.

Mdi voa bay t6 Ha noi vao Sai Gon. Bay gid la 4:45 chieu ngay 6
thang 8 va toi rat vui méng fiddc s6 dung ADSL Internet.

22/7: tham 1 can nha do SAP-VN giup xay 6 Nai Loc, Quang Nam.
Trao fioi vdi BS. Bui Huy Thinh tai Na Nang. Sau fio fii 12 tieng
foong xe fien Thanh Hoa (cach Na Nang 600 Km).

23/7: phat 50 xe lan cho Thanh Hoa. Tham cac em cua SAP-VN
tai Trung Tam Chznh Hinh Thanh Hoa. Sau fio fii Ninh Binh.

24/7: tham 2 chau gai benh nhan PTCH ngay x6a hien nay fiang
co mot fAdi song kha tot. Tham Vén Cuc Phédng. Anh Néong fi Ha
Noi. Bac Hoan va toi cung fii Thai Binh.

25/7: buoi sang tham gia fiinh 6 Thai Binh va Hai Phong. Buoi
tréa gap chu Thieu, anh Hai va Lan Anh (co the! la 2 ngdbi cong tac
vien t6ong lai cua hoi) roi tat ca cung fi Ha Nong.

26/7: lam viec voi UBDSGDTE Ha Tay. Nen Trung Tam Chznh Hinh

Together We Can Make A Difference
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15 Years Later

During the months of July and August 2007, Thanh Nguyen
SAP-VN'’s president, and Duong Huynh, SAP-VN’s Board member,
embarked on a mission to monitor and assess the progress of
SAP-VN'’s projects throughout Viet Nam. Below is Thanhreport on
the progress of their trip from Viet Nam.

THANH’S REPORT FROM VIET NAM

Thanh Nguyen

Bac Hoan, Anh Noong, and | send you our warmest (literally)
greetings from Viet Nam. We started off in Hoi An. It's been a hectic
and productive week. We have enjoyed much delicious food, especially
the seafood as we made our way through the central coast. N66c Doa
has been the Drink of the Day. After a hard working day, we do have
a good time even though only Théc Em and I drink “Apple Juice.”

(In Qui Nhon, | did drink one Saigon beer on behalf of the Iron
man). What follows is a concise briefing of my journey from July
15th through July 22nd:

July 15th: We arrived in Saigon in the morning. Checking in was
easy and ran smoothly. During the evening we met and interviewed
Anh No Quang Hai and Co Phung Lan Anh. Both individuals were
pleasant, sincere, and willing to assist the SAP-VN team.

July 16th: In the morning we visited Na Thien school with Ho6ng
Anh and her children, An Quang, and Minh Tam. We also visited
Dr. To's new hospital which is in the final stage of construction. In
the afternoon we met with Dr. Tien of the Charitable Eyecare Center.
SAP-VN plans to sponsor 100 patients in Vinh Long and 100 patients
in Ben Tre. The timeframe for this project is the week after mobile
care in Quang Nam. The Center will make arrangements. We also
met and videotaped No Thi Anh Sé6ng, who was 1 of the 9 patients
we sponsored in 1993. S66ng’s story is very impressive.

July 17th: We flew to Khanh Hoa. We visited a clubfoot patient
named Nguyen Van Hung who is now a young man and works as
a barber in Ninh Hoa. Later we visited four orthopedic patients in
Nha Trang.

July 18th: We distributed 23 wheelchairs and tricycles to adults
and children in Khanh Hoa. Later we met with 21 special-needs
students and their families, for whom SAP-VN are sponsoring their

. - . ) e

school fees. Later we traveled to Tuy Hoa, Phu Yen and visited the
proposed site to build a two kindergarten classrooms in xa Hoa Hoi,
huyen Phu Hoa, Phu Yen.

July 19th: In the morning we visited three orthopedic patients in
Tuy An. Later we traveled to Qui Nhon and visited the orthopedic
center there. Currently, there are eighty children from Khanh Hoa,
Phu Yen and Binh Ninh at the center.

July 20th: In the morning we met separately with Binh Ninh Red
Cross; Committee for Population, Children, and Family; Department
of Labor; and Dr. Codng (Orthopedic Center) to present our Binh
Ninh Project, discuss possibilities, and gather information. During
the afternoon Bac Hoan and | visited four orthopedic patients in An
Nhon and Phu Cat. Meanwhile, Anh Nédng visited two families with
four “Agent Orange” affected children.

July 21th: We met all four agencies to draw a big picture of
the Binh Ninh Project. We also discussed and divided tasks and
responsibilities. We requested all four agencies to submit their
proposed budgets promptly. We left Qui Nhon at 9:30AM and arrived
in Hoi An at 4PM. We stopped and checked out the kindergarten
classroom in Nien Ban on our way. Later that afternoon we met
with Robyn Morley, Director of Children’s Hope in Action (CHIA),
an Australian charity which helps special need children in Hoi An.
(CHIA's website is www.ChildrensHopelnAction.org)

July 22nd: This morning we plan to visit two houses in Nai Loc
and meet with Dr. Thinh, a retired orthopedic surgeon from Na Nang
Ortho Center. Afterward we will take a 12-hour drive to Thanh Hoa.
Take good care until my next report...

Hello all from Vietnam. Today is Monday, August 6th and | am
writing the second segment of my report. | have just flown from
Hanoi to Saigon. It is now 4:45PM and I'm happy to have access
to ADSL internet.

July 22nd: We visited one house in Nai Loc, Quang Nam. Then we
met with Dr. Bui Huy Thinh in Na Nang. Afterward we took a 12-hour
drive to Thanh Hoa, which is 600 kilometer from Na Nang.

July 23rd: We distributed fifty wheelchairs in Thanh Hoa and visited
the children SAP-VN supported at Thanh Hoa Orthopedic Center.
Then we journeyed on to Ninh Binh.

July 24th: We visited two young women who had received surgery
and they are doing well. We also visited Cuc Phéong National Park.
Here we separated, Anh Né6ng went on to Hanoi while Bac Hoan
and | journeyed to Thai Binh.

July 25th: In the morning | visited relatives in Thai Binh and Hai
Phong. Later on | met with Chu Thieu, Anh Hai and Lan Anh, our 2
potential associates, and then traveled on to Ha Nong.

July 26th: We worked with UBDSGDTE Ha Tay and went to Son
Tay orthopedic center to visit six children there.

July 27th: Bac Hoan did not feel well so he returned to Hanoi to
fly back to Saigon. Chu Thieu had some family matter to attend to so
he too left us. Those remaining, anh Hai, Lan Anh, Dr. Xd6ng, and
| traveled to Hoa Binh. Hoa Binh is a new province. We had done
screenings at two districts here. The population is mostly of ethnic
Thai Trang, Thai Nen, Meo, and Dao.

July 28th: In the morning we performed an orthopedic screening
at Mai Chau district. Overall, we screened 110 children and selected
29 children for surgery. Later we traveled on to Sén La.

Together We Can Make A Difference
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Son Tay tham 6 em cua SAP-VN.

2717: bac Hoan khong fAddc khoe nen trdl lai Ha Noi roi vao Sai
Gon. Chu Thieu cung phai quay ve vi viec gia fiinh. Anh Hali, Lan
Anh, BS. Xé6ng (TTCH Son Tay) va toi cung fii Hoa Binh. Nay la
mot tinh méi. Chung toi loc benh tai 2 huyen Tan Lac va Lac Son.
Ngodi dan toc 6 fiay fia so la Thai Trang, Thai Nen, Meo, Dao.

28/7: buoi sang loc benh 6 huyen Mai Chau. 0 Hoa Binh, chung
toi kham tong cong 110 em va chon ra 29 em fie phau thuat. Buoi
tréa chung toi fAii Sén La.

29/7: to Son La fii Nien Bien chz co 170 Km nhéng chung toi fa
phai fii fien 7 tieng méi fien ndi. Nédng fii ngoan ngoeo (nhd fitong
fii Lake Arrowhead, CA) va fiang fiédc md rong ra. Co nhieu chang
fiddng khong co rao bao ve. Nui thi cao. Nédng thi lay loi vi trdi fiang
mda. Ngddi dan toc 6 fay fia so la Thai Trang, Thai Nen. Nien Bien
cht cach Ha Noi 300 Km ve phia tay. Nhéng nam tdi toi se bay fien
fiay thay vi fii xe. (Tuy nhien, neu s6dng mu day fiac qua may bay
co the! sel khong fiap xuong fiddc va phai quay ve Ha Noi.)

30/7: buoi sang fii fien ;
nha tham 2 em 6 Nien
Bien. Mot em trai la Tong
Van Tan, ngddi dan toc
Thai. Luc chung toi len
xe van, toi thay bo me
cua em vac fien mot bao
to va tim cach cho bao
vao xe. Toi hoi tham s
viec. Bo me cua em tra
[6i rang con trai cua hol
nhd fidgdc mo ma fi lai
del dang hén xda nhieu;
ho biet 6n va muon tra
on bang cach bieu cho toi
20 kg nep néong (mot loai
nep fiac biet cua mien
nui). Toi tim cach tdi choi
kheo nhéng ho van khan
khoan. Cuoi cung toi phai
giai quyet bang cach rat thdc tien. Toi chup hinh canh ngddi bo
va ngddi mel cung voi bao gao fiel co the fiem hinh gao ao ve My
vdi toi. Sau buoi com trda, chung toi phai fii xe vei S6n La va & lai
fiem 6 fo.

31/7: Sang lam viec voi UBDSGDTE Hoa Binh. Buoi tréa chung toi
trd ve Ha Noi fie fion xe cua Trung Tam Chenh Hinh Thai Nguyen.
Sau fio chung toi td gia BS. Xé6ng va fii tiep fien Thai Nguyen.

1/8: Sang fii tham cac em SAP-VN tai TTCH Thai Nguyen. Lam
viec vdi UBDSGDTE Thai Nguyen. Chung toi cung fien nha tham
Khanh, mot co gai 32 tuoi fddic SAP-VN bao trd phau thuat nam
ngoai. Co bi tai nan xe gan may cach fiay 11 nam. Chan trai cua
col bi chan thédng va khong co duoi figdc. Co nghe noi ve hoi SAP-
VN va tim fien toi nhd giup fid. Sau khi hoi y vdi cac bac sy phau
thuat, toi fiong y bao trd ca mo cho co. Bay gi6 gap lai Khanh, toi
that vui mdng khi co cho biet co fia lai fiddc xe fiap. Co co the co
duoi chan fiddc 90 fio. Sau cdm tréa, chung toi Ai Tuyen Quang cung
vdi BS Quang va BS Thuy cua TTCH Thai Nguyen.

2/8: chung toi fien nha tham 2 em SAP-VN & Tuyen Quang. Lam
viec v0i UBDSGDTE. Buoi trda chung toi fii xe ve Thai Nguyen, roi

fii Cao Bang, cach Ha Noi 250 Km (bang fi6dng nui ngoan ngoeo).
Bien gi6i phia bac cua tinh giap vdi Trung Quoc. Trdl thi xa chinh
ra, tat ca cac huyen fieu nam sau trong vung nui. Co nghta la neu
muon fii 70 Km phai mat fien vai tieng fiong ho. Ng6di dan toc o
fiay Aa so la Tay, Nung va Dao, Meo (Hmong).

3/8: loc benh cho 5 huyen fiddc mdi fien tai thi xa Cao Bang.

4/8: loc benh cho 6 huyen. Tong soi kham loc la 126 em va chon
fiddc 57 em cho phau thuat. Buoi tréa chung toi fii xe vel Lang Sén
fie trao fioi ve kha nang PTCH, va ngh: fiem lai Aay.

5/8: chung toi vieng chua Tam Thanh va ngam hinh tédng cua

“Nang To Thi” 6 tren fiznh nui. Sau fio fii xe ve Ha Noi.

6/8: chddng trinh dél fitnh hop voi PACCOM phai huy bo vi ca cd
quan fiong cda fii nght mat. Sau khi fii dao gan het 36 pho phébng
cua Ha Noi, chung toi bay vao Sai Gon luc 1:00 tréa. Nen SG luc
3:00 troa. Ve fien khach san va bay gid toi flang gdi ra ban tééng
trinh thd 2 nay. (Rat mdng khi co the lien lac bang email trd lai.)

Trong luc nay fiang co 45 em td Tra Vinh len mo 6 Sai Gon. Toi
se fien tham cac em ngay mai. Toi nay toi se gap anh No Quang
Hai va chau Phung Thi Lan Anh fie noi chuyen ve quyet fiilnh cua
ho sau 13 ngay cung fii lam viec 6 mien Bac vdi toi. Vi ca hai ngddi
fieu flang lam viec cho ndi khac, neu hol quyet filnh lam viec cho
SAP-VN, co le ho se bat fiau vao ngay 1 thang 9 hoac tre hén.

Ve viec tim ngddi thay the chu Thieu, toi mdng la tam on trong
luc nay. Lan Anh se phu trach mien Bac. Anh Hai lo mien Nam va
phu trach chung. Diem Thu se' lo phan ke toan/tai chanh. Thiic Em
se lo D& an Binh Ninh neu fiddc Ford Foundation tai trd.

O Tuy An, Phu Yen, co chau Vo Ngoc Hoan bi phong lam co rut
ngon tay ap ut. SAP-VN bao trdi cho em fiudc phau thuat nam 2003.
Ngon tay cua em bay gi6 co xoe binh thédng. Em noi vi chung toi
rang bay gié em co the cam dao fiei cat co cho bo an. Em cung co
the dung rda fie che cui cho me em nau nédng. Toi khong ngd la
mot ngon bi co cdng lai co the phien phoc fien the.

0 Cao Bang co mot be gai 14 tuoi bi
benh viem x66ng man tinh. Hai chan em
bi bien dang. Ban chan em bj ap xe va
re mu. Khi ngddi bac sy kham loc cho
bo em biet phau thuat se khohg giup
ficdc cho em va khuyen ong fida em
fien benh vien fia khoa fie fieu tr benh
viem xé6ng, em fa bat khoc trong lang
le. That la fiau long khi thay em bi tuyet
vong nho vay.

Toi fia hoc hoi fiddic nhieu fiieu trong
chuyen fii nay. Toi co the qua quyet voi
cac ban them mot lan nda rang tat ca
nhding co gang cua chung ta co y nghta
rat quy gia fioi vBi cac em chung ta fiang
giup fid. Xin chan thanh cam 6n long yeu
th6dng, s6 khan ngoan va séc manh ung
ho cua cac ban. Rat mong khi fiédc goi email trdl lai.

Toi ve lai Sai Gon khoang 6 gi6 chieu sau 8 ngay cong tac tai
vung fiong bang song Cou Long. Toi cam thay tham met sau mot
cuoc hanh trinh dai. Sau fiay la cau chuyen cua chuyen fii.

7/8: Toi 6 Sai Gon, fiang ly ra la nen nght ngdi sau mot cuoc hanh
trinh dai tren mien Bac. Tuy nhien, vi mot so tre em cua Tra Vinh
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SCREENING CHILDREN in HOA BINH

July 29th: The distance from Sén La to Nien Bien is only 170
kilometers; however, it took us 7 hours to get to Nien Bien. The road
is winding (like the road to Lake Arrowhead) and is under construction
to expand the road. Many sections have no rail-guard. The mountains
are high. During our trip it was raining so the road was very muddy.
The ethnic population is mostly Thai Trang, Thai Nen. Nien Bien is
only 300 kilometer west of Hanoi, but | definitely recommend flying
there next time. (However, the plane sometimes will not land if the
fog is too thick and will just return back to Hanoi.)

July 30th: In the morning we visited two orthopedic children in
Nien Bien. One of them is of Thai ethnicity. As we were getting in
the van to leave, | saw his parents carrying a big bag and tried to
push it in the van. | asked what was in the bag. They said that their
son is walking much better now and wanted to show their gratitude
by giving me 20 kilogram of sticky rice (a special mountain-planted
rice.) | politely thanked them but stated that | cannot accept the gift.
But they kept on insisting. Finally, | told them that | would take the
gift symbolically. | took a picture of them carrying the bag of rice
so | could take the rice home with me. After lunch, we had to drive
back to Sbn La and stayed there overnight.

July 31st: We worked with Hoa Binh Committee for Population,
Families and Children. Later we went to Hanoi to meet up with the
car from Thai Nguyen Orthopedic center. There we said goodbye to
Dr. X66ng (from Son Tay) and went on to Thai Nguyen Orthopedic
center.

VISIT WITH CHILDREN in THANH HOA

-

Aug 1st: We visited
children at Thai Nguyen
Orthopedic Center. We
worked with Thai Nguyen
Committee for Population,
Families and Children and
later visited the home of
Khanh, a 32 years old
woman whom | met at
Thai Nguyein last year.
Eleven years ago she was
dragged by a motorcycle
in an accident. Her left
leg was damaged and she
could not bend it. She heard
about SAP-VN and came
to see me last year. After
consulting with the surgeons,
| agreed to sponsor her
surgery. When | met her this year, | was happy to know that Khanh
can ride the bicycle. She can now bend her leg up to 90 degree. In
the evening we traveled to Tuyen Quang with two doctors from Thai
Nguyen Orthopedic Center.

Aug 2nd: We visited 2 children at their home in Tuyeh Quang.
We worked with Committee for Population, Families and Children
and later drove back to Thai Nguyen, then to Cao Bang, which is
250 kilometers from Hanoi (by winding mountain roads). Cao Bang
shares its border with China in the north. Except for the main city,
all districts are far away in the mountains. That means it will take
several hours to travel a distance of 70 kilometers. The population is
mostly of ethnic Tay, Nung along with Dao, Meo (Hmong.)

Aug 3rd: We performed screening in five districts.

Aug 4th: We performed screening in six districts. Overall, we
screened 126 children and selected 57 for surgery. Afterward, we
drove to Lang Sén and stayed there overnight. We met with some
officials from Lang Son.

Aug 5th: We visited Chua Tam Thanh and saw the statute of “Nang
To Thi” and then drove to Hanoi.

Aug 6th: We were scheduled to meet with PACCOM. However, they
regrettably cancelled it as the whole agency is on summer break.
We flew back to Saigon at 1:00 pm after walking around almost 36
pho”™r' phuong. We arrived in Saigon at 3:00 pm and checked into a
guesthouse where | am now sending this 2nd report. (I am so happy
to have access to e-mail.) Currently, 45 children from Tra Vinh are
in Saigon scheduled for surgery. | will visit them tomorrow. In the
evening, | will also meet and discuss with anh No Quang Hai and co
Phung Lan Anh about their decisions ater accompanying me for the 13
days in northern Viet Nam. Since they are both currently employed,
if they decide to work with SAP-VN, they will likely start September
1st or later. As far as personnel to fill in Chu Thieu's spot, | am
happy that we are okay for now. Lan Anh will be in charge of the
projects in northern Viet Nam. Anh Hai is in charge of the projects
in southern Viet Nam. Thu will handle the financial responsibilities.
Théc Em will be in charge of Binh Ninh project.

There was Vo Ngoc Hoan, a boy in Phu Yen, whose middle
finger was contracted and SAP-VN financed his surgery. Now his

A YOUNG PATIENT in THAI NGUYEN
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