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ª Social Assistance Program For Viet-
nam (SAP-VN) laø moät toå chöùc töø thieän 
ñöôïc thaønh laäp vaøo naêm 1992 theo qui 
cheá 501(c)3.
ª SAP-VN chuœ tröông trôï giuùp ñoàng 
baøo keùm may maén vaø treœ em ngheøo 
khoå vaø khuyeát taät ôœ Vieät Nam.
ª SAP-VN ñöôïc quaûn trò vaø ñieàu haønh 
bôûi caùc tình nguyeän vieân laøm vieäc baát 
vuï lôïi vaø khoâng höôûng löông.
ª Taát caœ caùc chöông trình trôï giuùp cuœa 
SAP-VN ñeàu ñöôïc thöïc hieän tröïc tieáp 
bôœi caùc thaønh vieân veà töø Hoa kyø vaø 
coäng taùc vieân ôœ Vieät Nam.
ª Ngaân quyõ hoaït ñoäng cuœa SAP-VN 
do söï ñoùng goùp taøi chaùnh cuœa maïnh 
thöôøng quaân vaø nhöõng cuoäc gaây quyõ.
ª SAP-VN mong ñöôïc söï tieáp tay cuœa 
quí vò haœo taâm ñeå coù ngaân quyõ hoaït 
ñoäng, ñeå giôùi thieäu veà SAP-VN, vaø giuùp 
phoå bieán baûn tin ñeán thaân höõu nhieät 
taâm ôœ caùc nôi khaùc.
ª Muoán nhaän Green Cross, xin vui loøng 
göûi teân vaø ñòa chæ veà SAP-VN.
ª Chi phieáu uœng hoä xin ghi teân
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Letter From SAP-VN
Dear Friends,
What a grand year! 2007 marks SAP-VN’s 15th Anniversary. On this special 

occasion, we are grateful to have your continuous support, contributions, words of 
encouragement, and dedication. We are also proud of the commitment and endless 
efforts of our volunteers who have made SAP-VN the name it is today.  The vision 
and hope of the founding members were tested and realized over 15 years of 
devotion, hard work, and perseverance. We believe that this milestone will spark 
the fire within each of us to carry forward the mission of love and charitable giving.  
As we embark on the future of SAP-VN, let us re-visit the past 15 years.

In May 1992, a group of young Vietnamese Americans founded the Social 
Assistance Program for Vietnam (SAP-VN) out of concerns for the arduous life 
that thousands of children in Viet Nam were facing.   SAP-VN is managed entirely 
by non-paid volunteers who are committed to providing social assistance to those 
less fortunate.  SAP-VN volunteers are committed because we believe that our 
efforts bring hope and joy to those we help.

SAP-VN in i t ia l ly 
started with a humble 
budge t  o f  $1 , 755 
donated from friends and 
supporters. We began 
to survey the needs of 
Viet Nam and explore 
ways to implement our 
assistance program.  
After doing several pilot 
projects, we decided 
to focus our efforts on 
handicapped children.  
In 1993, we started 
the Orthopedic Surgery 
and Cleft-Lip/Palate 
Correct ive Surgery 

projects. Through continuous monitoring, adjustments, and improvements, these 
projects have become our primary focus.  Since 2005, we have also sponsored 
cataract surgeries due to an increase in sponsorship and demand for the cataract 
surgeries.

In addition to the corrective surgery projects, SAP-VN provides free meals 
for 60 handicapped children who live and study at Da Thien Special Education 
School in Nha Be, donates wheelchairs to children whom corrective surgery can 
not improve their physical challenges, and helps build classrooms for children in 
remote villages.  We also organize annual, mobile health care trips to Viet Nam 
to provide free healthcare to poor people in remote villages.  Furthermore, we 
also raise funds to build homes for victims of natural disasters such as typhoons, 
hurricanes, and floods. 

As we commemorate our 15th Anniversary, we would like to renew our 
commitment to SAP-VN and invite others to join in our humble mission of providing 
an improved life for the less fortunate.  We pledge to improve our projects to better 
serve those in needs, and earnestly hope to receive your continuous support and 
contributions.

SAP-VN has been a bridge between our donors and recipients. We will remain 
a solid bridge built by love, trust, respect, and humanity.  Together we have made 
and hope to continue to make a huge difference in many lives.
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Thö Ngoû Cuûa Hoäi SAP-VN
Kính thöa quyù vò aân nhaân,
Naêm 2007 ñaùnh daáu 15 naêm hoaït ñoäng töø thieän cuûa hoäi SAP-VN. Nhaân cô hoäi 

naøy, hoäi SAP-VN chaân thaønh baøy toû loøng bieát ôn quyù vò haûo taâm vaø quyù thaân höõu 
ñaõ khoâng ngöøng nghæ uûng hoä, ñoùng goùp vaø khích leä hoäi SAP-VN trong suoát chaëng 
ñöôøng 15 naêm qua. Chuùng toâi haõnh dieän vôùi moät ñoäi nguõ anh chò em thieän nguyeän 
vieân ñaày nhieät huyeát luoân luoân noã löïc heát mình ñeå SAP-VN ñaït ñöôïc nhieàu thaønh 
quaû nhö ngaøy hoâm nay. Taàm nhìn saâu roäng vaø nieàm kyø voïng cuûa caùc anh chò saùng 
laäp vieân ñaõ ñöôïc thöû thaùch vaø bieán thaønh hieän thöïc trong suoát 15 naêm qua baèng 
nhöõng taám loøng, söï chaêm chæ laøm vieäc vaø tính beàn bæ. Chuùng toâi tin raèng daáu moác 
naøy seõ laø ngoïn löûa trong loøng moãi chuùng toâi ñeå leøo laùi cuoäc haønh trình cuûa yeâu 
thöông vaø san seû töø taâm.  Xin cuøng chuùng toâi oân laïi 15 naêm hoaït ñoäng.

Naêm 1992, moät nhoùm anh chò treû Vieät Nam saùng laäp ra Social Assistance 
Program for Vietnam (SAP-VN)  vì quan taâm ñeán cuoäc soáng voâ cuøng khoù khaên 
maø haèng ngaøn treû em taïi Vieät Nam phaûi ñoái dieän. SAP-VN ñöôïc ñieàu haønh hoaøn 
toaøn bôûi caùc anh chò em thieän nguyeän vieân khoâng aên löông ñeå cung öùng trôï giuùp 
xaõ hoäi ñeán nhöõng ngöôøi keùm may maén. Thieän nguyeän vieân SAP-VN laøm vieäc heát 
loøng vì hoï tin raèng nhöõng noã löïc cuûa mình seõ mang laïi hy voïng vaø nieàm vui söôùng 
cho nhöõng ngöôøi maø hoäi giuùp.

SAP-VN khôûi ñaàu baèng moät ngaân saùch voûn 
veïn 1,775 USD do moät soá thaân höõu vaø nhaø haûo 
taâm gom goùp. Tieáp theo laø nhöõng cuoäc thaêm doø 
tìm hieåu nhöõng nhu caàu cuûa ngöôøi ngheøo taïi Vieät 
nam vaø töø ñoù hoaïch ñònh nhöõng phöông höôùng 
ñeå baét ñaàu thaønh laäp nhöõng chöông trình trôï giuùp 
xaõ hoäi vaø y teá. Sau moät vaøi döï aùn thöû nghieäm, 
hoäi SAP-VN quyeát ñònh taäp trung nhöõng chöông 
trình cuûa hoäi vaøo vieäc trôï giuùp treû khuyeát taät. Naêm 
1993, chöông trình  phaãu thuaät chænh hình vaø phaãu 
thuaät vaù moâi & hôû haøm eách ñöôïc ra ñôøi. Sau nhieàu 
laàn coâng taùc thaåm ñònh möùc tieán trieån, ñaùnh giaù 
hieäu quaû vaø thöïc hieän caûi thieän, hai chöông trình 
phaãu thuaät naøy trôû neân hai chöông trình chính yeáu 
cuûa hoäi. Naêm 2005, chöông trình phaãu thuaät maét 
cöôøm ñuôïc thaønh laäp do nhu caàu ôû Vieät Nam vaø 

ñeà nghò cuûa moät soá nhaø baûo trôï cho chöông trình naøy.
Ngoaøi nhöõng chöông trình phaãu thuaät, SAP-VN cuõng baûo trôï aåm thöïc cho 60-

80 treû em khuyeát taät noäi truù taïi tröôøng nuoâi daïy treû khuyeát taät Ña Thieän ôû Nhaø Beø, 
taëng xe laên xe laéc cho treû khuyeát taät maø chöõa trò phaãu thuaät khoâng giuùp caûi thieän 
tình traïng cuûa caùc em ñöôïc, giuùp xaây lôùp hoïc cho hoïc sinh ôû nhöõng vuøng heûo laùnh. 
Chuùng toâi cuõng toå chöùc haèng naêm nhöõng chuyeán y teá löu ñoäng ñi khaùm beänh phaùt 
thuoác mieãn phí cho ñoàng baøo ngheøo. Theâm vaøo chuùng toâi cuõng gaây quyõ xaây nhaø 
tình thöông cho naïn nhaân thieân tai baõo luït.

Trong boái caûnh kyû nieäm 15 naêm thaønh laäp, chuùng toâi mong moûi seõ theâm nguoàn 
sinh löïc môùi ñeán SAP-VN vaø keâu goïi moïi ngöôøi tham gia cuøng vôùi chuùng toâi treân 
haønh trình cung öùng nhöõng söï caûi thieän cho cuoäc soáng cuûa nhöõng ngöôøi keùm may 
maén. Chuùng toâi seõ tieáp tuïc caûi thieän nhöõng chöông trình trôï giuùp haàu phuïc vuï toát 
hôn cho nhöõng ngöôøi caàn söï trôï giuùp cuûa hoäi, vaø hy voïng seõ tieáp tuïc ñoùn nhaän söï 
uûng hoä vaø ñoùng goùp cuûa quyù vò.

SAP-VN laø nhòp caàu noái giöõa caùc nhaø baûo trôï vaø ngöôøi thuï höôûng söï trôï giuùp, 
chuùng toâi seõ tieáp tuïc laø nhòp caàu vöõng chaéc ñöôïc xaây döïng baèng tình thöông yeâu, 
nieàm tin, söï toân kính, vaø tình nhaân baûn. Cuøng nhau chuùng ta ñaõ vaø seõ tieáp tuïc laøm 
thay ñoåi toát ñeïp hôn cho nhieàu cuoäc ñôøi.

12881 Knott Street, Suite 116
Garden Grove, CA 92841

Phone & Fax (714) 901-1997
Email: info@sap-vn.org

Web:http://www.sap-vn.org
Federal EIN 33-0539755 

CA Corp. #1838385
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ª SAP-VN's sole mission is to provide 
free medical, educational and welfare 
services for less fortunate people, 
especially needy and handicapped 
children, in Vietnam.

ª Funding for SAP-VN programs 
comes from private donations and 
fundraising proceeds. All donations are 
tax deductible as permitted by law.

ª To receive a Green Cross newsletter, 
please send your name and address to 
SAP-VN.

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1828
Garden Grove, CA 92842

SAP-VN
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15 Naêm Nhìn Laïi
LÔØI MÔÛ ÑAÀU

Vaøo thaùng 5 naêm 1992, sau nhieàu laàn thaûo luaän soâi noåi, moät 
nhoùm anh chi em treû taïi nam Cali ñi ñeán vieäc hình thaønh hoäi Social 
Assistance Program for Vietnam (SAP-VN), moät toå chöùc voâ vuï lôïi, 
phi toân giaùo vaø phi chính phuû, maø muïc ñích chính laø trôï giuùp cho 
ngöôøi ngheøo taïi Vieät Nam. Thaønh phaàn saùng laäp vieân hoäi SAP-VN 
goàm Nguyeãn Coâng Baèng, Nguyeãn Phöôïng Chaâu, Nguyeãn Ngoïc Thaønh, 
Leâ Duy Huøng vaø Phaïm Quang Vinh. Ban ñaàu hoäi hoaït ñoäng taïi moät 
vaên phoøng do moät aân nhaân baûo trôï vaø gaëp 
nhau moãi cuoái tuaàn ñeå thaûo ra nhöõng muïc 
ñích cho SAP-VN.

Sau ñoù vaøi thaùng, moät nhoùm anh chò thieän 
nguyeän vieân leân ñöôøng ñi Vieät Nam trong 
moät chuyeán coâng taùc khaûo saùt nhu caàu vaø 
tính khaû thi cuûa nhöõng chöông trình vaø dòch 
vuï trôï giuùp xaõ hoäi cho ngöôøi ngheøo ñoàng thôøi 
taïo moái lieân heä vaø hôïp taùc vôùi caùc ñoái taùc 
taïi Vieät Nam. Nhoùm coâng taùc gheù thaêm moät 
soá cô sôû nhö vieän döôõng laõo, coâ nhi vieän, 
beänh vieän vaø traïm y teá, ñaïi hoïc vaø tröôøng 
hoïc. Muïc ñích cuûa chuyeán ñi laø laäp ra nhöõng 
chöông trình trôï giuùp xaõ hoäi, giaùo duïc, vaø 
chaêm soùc söùc khoûe mang laïi hieäu quaû laâu 
beàn cho ngöôøi ngheøo taïi Vieät Nam.

Sau nhieàu naêm hoaït ñoäng, muïc ñích chính 
cuûa SAP-VN vaãn duy trì nhö vaäy nhöng nhöõng 
chöông trình töø thieän cuûa hoäi cuõng daàn daàn 
chuyeån ñoåi vaø môû roäng cho phuø hôïp vôùi nhu 
caàu thieát yeáu nhaát cho nhöõng ñoái tuôïng maø 
hoäi ñang trôï giuùp.

PHAÃU THUAÄT CHÆNH 
HÌNH

Vaøo thaùng gieâng naêm 1993, trong moät 
chuyeán coâng taùc khaûo saùt taïi Vieät Nam, hoäi 
SAP-VN nhaän thaáy soá treû em bò dò taät xöông 
vaø gaân töø baåm sinh, beänh taät vaø tai naïn khaù 
cao. Nhöõng dò taät naøy taïo khoù khaên vaø giôùi 
haïn khaû naêng vaän ñoäng di chuyeån cuûa caùc 
em. Theâm vaøo ñoù tröôøng hoïc vaø cô sôû coâng 
coäng thieáu phöông tieän thuaän tieän cho ngöôøi 
khuyeát taät neân caùc em khoâng ñeán tröôøng hoïc 
ñöôïc. Caùc em chæ coøn soáng leä thuoäc vaøo gia 
ñình vaø ngöôøi thaân.

Phaãu thuaät chænh hình laø moät phöông thöùc giuùp caùc em phuïc hoài  
chöùc naêng vaän ñoäng vaø taïo cô hoäi caùc em trôû laïi cuoäc soáng bình 
thöôøng. Ñieàu ñoù thöïc hieän ñöôïc chæ vôùi 200USD cho moät ca phaãu 
thuaät. Thieát nghó moät chöông trình nhö vaäy seõ mang laïi keát quaû höõu 
hieäu laâu daøi cho caùc em vaø gia ñình, neân hoäi SAP-VN hình thaønh 
Chöông Trình Phaãu Thuaät Chænh Hình (CTPTCH).

Ñaàu tieân hoäi hôïp taùc vôùi BS Leâ Ñöùc Toá moät phaãu thuaät vieân chænh 

hình taïi Vieät Nam ñeå phaãu thuaät cho caùc em. Taïi Hoa Kyø, hoäi SAP-
VN keâu goïi ñoùng goùp töø nhöõng caù nhaân vaø cô sôû thöông maïi haûo 
taâm giuùp baûo trôï cho nhöõng ca phaãu thuaät. Tieáp theo hoäi laäp ra moät 
ngaân quyõ rieâng ñeå ñaùp öùng vôùi nhu caàu ngaøy caøng lôùn maïnh cuûa 
chöông trình. Hieän nay, ngoaøi baùc só Leâ Ñöùc Toá, vieäc khaùm loïc vaø 
phaãu thuaät cho caùc em khuyeát taät ñeàu do baùc só vaø phaãu thuaät vieân 
taïi caùc trung taâm phaãu thuaät vaø phuïc hoài chöùc naêng ôû Vieät Nam 
thöïc hieän.

Trong naêm ñaàu cuûa CTPTCH, hoäi SAP-VN baûo trôï cho 9 em. Con 
soá taêng leân 44 trong naêm 1994. Con soá tieáp tuïc taêng daàn moãi naêm 
vaø phaïm vi hoaït ñoäng cuõng môû roäng ra nhieàu tænh do ñoùng goùp 
taøi chaùnh ngaøy caøng taêng. Sau 15 naêm hoäi SAP-VN baûo trôï toång 

coäng 6232, vôùi trung bình 500-600 ca phaãu 
thuaät ñöôïc thöïc hieän haèng naêm. Moãi naêm 
hoäi ñeàu toå chöùc nhöõng chuyeán coâng taùc ñeå 
khaûo saùt vaø thaåm ñònh tieán trieån vaø keát quaû 
cuûa chöông trình vaø thaêm hoûi caùc em ñaõ 
ñöôïc phaãu thuaät

TAËNG XE LAÊN XE LAÉC
Trong luùc khaùm loïc caùc em khuyeát taät cho 

CTPTCH, hoäi SAP-VN gaëp nhieàu tröôøng hôïp 
dò taät quaù naëng maø caùc em khoâng coøn ñi laïi 
hay ñöùng daäy hoaëc chæ coù theå di chuyeån baèng 
caùch boø treân hai tay vaø hai chaân. Phaãu thuaät 
chænh hình cuõng khoâng giuùp chöõa trò ñöôïc. 
Nhöõng tröôøng hôïp naøy hoäi SAP-VN giuùp taëng 
xe laên hoaëc xe laéc ñeå duøng laøm phöông tieän 
di chuyeån. Naêm 1997, hoäi SAP-VN baét ñaàu 
chöông trình taëng xe laên xe laéc vôùi trung bình 
45 chieác haèng naêm. Toång coäng, hoäi ñaõ taëng 
529 xe laên xe laéc. Vôùi phöông tieän xe laên vaø 
xe laéc naøy, caùc em coù theå töï ñeán tröôøng hoïc 
vaø bôùt ñi gaùnh naëng cho gia ñình vaø ngöôøi 
thaân moãi khi caàn ñi ñaâu.

PhaãU thUaÄt VAÙ MOÂI & 
HÔÛ HAØM EÁCH

Chöông trình phaãu thuaät vaù moâi vaø hôû haøm 
eách (PT VM&HHE) baét ñaàu vaøo naêm 1994 
sau khi hoäi SAP-VN thaêm doø vaø tìm hieåu 
thaáy coù tôùi khoaûng 100 tröôøng hôïp treû em bò 
tröôøng hôïp söùt moâi hoaëc hôû haøm eách taïi moãi 
tænh. Dò taät baåm sinh naøy gaây khoù khaên cho 
caùc em trong vieäc noùi chuyeän vaø aên uoáng vaø 
coøn hôn theá nöõa laø caùc em luoân bò cheá nhaïo 
bôûi moïi ngöôøi xung quanh do veát söùt moâi.

Moät ca PT VM&HHE toán khoaûng 40-100 USD tuøy theo tröôøng hôïp 
naëng nheï vaø cô hoäi thaønh coâng khaù cao. Chöông trình naøy hoaït ñoäng 
töông töï nhö chöông trình phaãu thuaät chænh hình. Caùc em ñöôïc khaùm 
loïc vaø giaûi phaãu bôûi caùc baùc só ôû ñòa phöông taïi caùc beänh vieän gaàn 
nôi caùc em cö nguï.

Trong naêm ñaàu, hoäi SAP-VN baûo trôï ñöôïc 150 ca vôùi keát quaû raát 
toát. Trong suoát 13 naêm hoïat ñoäng chöông trình PT VM&HHE baûo 

Thaønh Quaû 15 Naêm
Mang lͧi nλ c̯γi cho 1359 trΐ sοt m¹i v¨ 

hε h¨m Δch.  

Bͩo trι ph͵u thuͻt chΞnh h³nh cho 6232 
trΐ em khuyΔt tͻt tay ch©n.

Kh§m bΜnh, nhΫ rŁng, ph§t k²nh thuΧc v¨ 
ph͵u thuͻt miΚn ph² cho tr°n 17,000 bΜnh 
nh©n ngh¯o tͧi nhυng v½ng qu° hΐo l§nh. 

T¨i trι 500 hΣc bΫng v¨ trι gi¼p cho 2180 
hΣc sinh ngh¯o v¨ hΣc sinh khuyΔt tͻt.

Mang lͧi §nh s¨ng cho 1369 bΜnh nh©n 
mͽt c̯γm.  

X©y 268 cŁn nh¨ t³nh th̯̭ng cho nͧn 
nh©n bͩo lλt. 

X©y dχng 42 ph¸ng hΣc cho h¨ng ng¨n 
hΣc sinh m͵u gi§o tͧi nhυng v½ng s©u 

v½ng xa.  

ChuyΘn tΊng 17 kiΜn h¨ng (18 ft 
containers) dλng cλ v¨ trang thiΔt bΠ y 

khoa cho nhυng trung t©m y tΔ c¸n thiΔu 
thΧn vͻt liΜu tr°n to¨n ViΜt Nam.

TΊng 529 xe lŁn/xe lͽc cho trΐ khuyΔt tͻt 
nΊng kh¹ng thΘ phͻu thuͻt Ľ̯̭c.  

Nu¹i Łn h¨ng ng¨y cho 80-100 trΐ 
kghuyΔt tͻt tͧi trung tͭm nu¹i dͧy trΐ 

khuyΔt tͻt ņa ThiΜn tρ nŁm 1995.  
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15 Years Looking Back
IntrodUctIon

In May of 1992, after many serious discussions, a group of UCI 
alumni established Social Assistance Program for Viet Nam (SAP-
VN), a non-profit organization with no religious and political affiliations 
whose goal is to provide social assistance for the poor population 
of Viet Nam. This group of friends and colleagues included Nguyen 
Cong Bang, Nguyen Chau, Nguyen Thanh, Le Duy Hung, and Pham 
Quang Vinh. The group operated out of donated office space and 
met during weekends to formulate SAP-VN's 
mission and goals. 

A few months after its formation, several 
members embarked on a trip to Viet Nam 
with the goal of assessing the needs for 
assistance programs and services and to 
establish contacts with collaborators. They 
visited institutions that cared for the elderly 
and orphanages, hospitals and clinics, and 
colleges and schools, with the intention of 
establishing social welfare, education, and 
health programs that would have long term 
impacts on the poor communities in Viet 
Nam. As a result of their visits, various pilot 
programs listed below were created:

   1. Contributing medicine and money to 
mobile clinics in Saigon

   2. Providing financial support to 
communities in natural disasters

   3. Sponsoring scholarship program for 
poor and disadvantaged students

   4. Sponsoring orthopedic surgeries for 
disabled children

Over the years, the goals of SAP-VN 
have remained the same but some of these 
programs have evolved and expanded based 
on our assessment of what services would 
have the most beneficial impacts for the 
people we seek to help.

ORTHOPEDIC PROGRAM
In January of 1993, SAP-VN made another 

assessment trip to Viet Nam and witnessed 
a high number of children who suffered from 
bone deformities resulting from childhood 
diseases and accidents. The disabilities 
limit their mobility, preventing them from 
attending school or working, and as a result, these disabilities leave 
them dependent on their already impoverished families. Corrective 
surgery can help them regain some mobility and hopefully would 
provide them an opportunity to lead a more independent life.  

While the surgeries would improve their lives, most families cannot 
afford the cost of the procedure, which is approximately $200 per 

surgery. Because such a program can have great long term impact 
on the lives of these children and their families, SAP-VN began 
collaborating with Dr. Le Duc To, an orthopedic surgeon in Viet Nam, 
to sponsor surgeries for disabled children. 

SAP-VN first began to appeal to individual donors in the U.S. for 
money to sponsor selected cases and eventually established a fund 
specifically dedicated to sponsor the surgeries.  Local doctors in Viet 
Nam screened patients and performed the surgeries. In its first year 
of operation, SAP-VN sponsored nine children for surgery. In 1994, 
this number grew to 44 sponsored patients and continue to grow 
with each year of operation.  After 15 years, we have sponsored a 
total of 6232 surgeries. And every year, Thanh Nguyen, president of 

SAP-VN, returns to Viet Nam to visit children 
who have been operated on to assess the 
success of their surgeries and to see how 
their lives have changed as a result of these 
surgeries. 

WHEELCHAIR 
PROGRAM

In the process of screening children for 
surgeries, SAP-VN witnessed numerous 
cases where the disability was so severe 
that children were unable to walk or stand 
and could only move by crawling on their 
four limbs. In many cases, surgery could not 
correct these disabilities. SAP-VN wanted 
to provide a means for the children to be 
mobile by donating wheelchairs or tricycles. 
In 1997, SAP-VN began the wheelchair 
program, donating an average of 45 chairs 
per year to disabled children. In total, we 
have donated 529 wheelchairs and tricycles. 
Having a means of mobility has allowed many 
handicapped children to attend school and 
be less reliant on other family members to 
transport them from place to place.

CLEFT PALATE 
PROGRAM

The Cleft Palate Surgery Program began 
in 1994 as a response to statistics showing 
that as many as 100 children in each local 
province suffer from cleft palate condition. 
This congenital condition not only affects the 
child’s ability to speak properly and cause 
difficulty in eating, but  it also causes social 
stigma due to the physical scar on the child’s 

face. Surgery to correct the cleft palate is highly effective and the 
cost ranges from $40-100 per case, depending on the severity of 
the condition. 

This program operated similarly to the Orthopedic Program, in that 
local doctors in hospitals close to the province where patients live 
would screen patients and perform the surgeries. In the first year 

15 Years 
Accomplishments

Brought Smiles to 1359 children by 
providing cleft-palate/lip surgery

Given 6232 physical disabled children 
a chance to walk through its Orthopedic 

surgery program.  

Performed health examine, tooth 
extraction, and dirstibuted free medicine to 

more than 17,000 patients. 

Given 500 scholarships and school 
supplies to 2180 poor students and 

disabiled students.  

Brought clear vision to 1369 patients 
blinded by cataract through its cataract 

surgery program. 

Built 268 compassated houses for victtims 
of natural disasters. . 

Built 42 kindergarten schools for thousand 
of s tudents in remote villages.

Shipped 17 18ft containers of medical 
equipment and supplies to poor hospitals. 

Donated 529 wheelchairs and tricycles to 
severely disabled children.  

Help feed 80-100 disabled children daily 
at ņa ThiΜn school of disabled student 

since 1995.
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trôï phaãu thuaät cho toång 1359 em. Trong nhöõng naêm gaàn ñaây, nhieàu 
toå chöùc quoác teá cuõng baûo trôï VM&HHE taïi Vieät Nam, hoaït ñoäng 
cuûa chöông trình naøy cuûa hoäi cuõng thuyeân giaûm ñeå doàn noã löïc vaøo 
nhöõng chöông trình khaùc.

PHAÃU THUAÄT MAÉT CÖÔØM
Chöông trình phaãu thuaät maét cöôøm laø chöông trình môùi nhaát trong 

soá nhöõng chöông trình töø thieän cuûa hoäi SAP-VN. Vaøo naêm 2005, 
sau khi khaûo saùt vaø tìm hieåu möùc ñoä muø loøa do beänh maét cöôøm gaây 
ra khaù cao ôû caùc cuï cao nieân ngheøo. Beänh maét cöôøm chöõa trò ñöôïc 
baèng phaãu thuaät vaø ñaït hieäu quaû cao chæ vôùi 50 USD moãi ca. 

Trong chuyeán coâng taùc moå maét cöôøm thöû nghieäm vaøo naêm 2005, 
hoäi SAP-VN hôïp taùc vôùi BS Phi Duy Tieán, moät chuyeân vieân phaãu 
thuaät maét taïi BV Maét Saøi Goøn, khaùm loïc vaø phaãu thuaät giuùp mang 
laïi aùnh saùng cho 289 beänh nhaân ngheøo ôû nhöõng vuøng thoân queâ.

Sau laàn thöû nghieäm thaønh coâng ñoù, hoäi tieáp tuïc môû roäng hôïp taùc 
vôùi caùc baùc só chuyeân khoa phaãu thuaät maét khaùc, nhö BS Nguyeãn 
Thanh Lieâm, thuoäc BV Maét Caàn Thô, ñeå mang dòch vuï phaãu thuaät 
maét cöôøm ñeán gaàn hôn nhöõng beänh nhaân ôû nhöõng tænh xa ôû mieàn 
taây Vieät Nam. Gaàn ñaây nhaát hoäi hôïp taùc vôùi BS Nguyeãn Quoác Ñaït 
thuoäc BV Maét Ñaø Naüng ñeå moå maét cho ngöôøi ngheøo ôû Quaûng Nam 
vaø nhöõng vuøng laân caän ôû mieàn Trung. Tính ñeán cuoái naêm 2007, hoäi 
ñaõ baûo trôï ñuôïc toång coäng 1369 cuï giaø ñöôïc moå maét cöôøm.  

Y TEÁ MieÃn PhÍ
Trong nhöõng naêm ñaàu thaønh laäp, hoäi SAP-VN hôïp taùc vôùi moät 

nhoùm baùc só vaø y taù thieän nguyeän ôû Saøi Goøn ñi veà nhöõng vuøng queâ 
heûo laùnh ñeå chöõa beänh vaø phaùt thuoác mieãn phí cho ngöôøiù ngheøo.

Tieáp noái chieàu höôùng ñoù, vaøo naêm 1994 ba vò baùc só thieän nguyeän 
vieân cuûa hoäi SAP-VN khôûi xöôùng nhoùm y teá löu ñoäng goàm toaøn boä 
laø thieän nguyeän vieân töø Hoa Kyø. Nhoùm y teá naøy ñoùn nhaän ñöôïc söï 
höôûng öùng cuûa nhieàu baùc só, nha só, döôïc só vaø thieän nguyeän vieân 
tình nguyeän ñi veà nhöõng vuøng queâ ôû Vieät Nam ñeå khaùm beänh, nhoå 
raêng, phaùt thuoác vaø maét kieáng mieãn phí cho ngöôøi ngheøo.

Ñeán nay, nhoùm y teá löu ñoäng naøy thu huùt ñöôïc treân 30 thieän nguyeän 
vieân moãi naêm. Caùc thieän nguyeän vieân ñeàu töï tuùc lo veù maùy bay vaø 
aên ôû cho caù nhaân mình. Hoäi chæ ñaøi thoï chi phí vaän chuyeån ñuôøng 
boä trong luùc coâng taùc vaø thuoác men cho beänh nhaân. Trong luùc khaùm 
beänh, caùc baùc só cuõng giuùp khaùm loïc treû khuyeát taät vaø beänh nhaân 
maét cöôøm ñeå ñöôïc chöõa trò phaãu thuaät qua chöông trình Phaãu Thuaät 
Chænh Hình vaø Phaãu Thuaät Maét Cöôøm.

Chöông trình naøy cuõng môû roäng theâm ñeå hoã trôï cho caùc phoøng 
khaùm mieãn phí cho ngöôøi ngheøo nhö Kim Long vaø Dieäu Ñeá cuûa caùc 
Sô vaø Thaày taïi Hueá. Haèng naêm chöông trình naøy phuïc vuï vaø giuùp 
ñôõ chaêm soùc y teá cho trung bình 12,000 beänh nhaân.

GIAÙO DUÏC vaØ XaÂy LÔùP hoïc
Chöông trình giaùo duïc khôûi ñaàu vôùi nhöõng phaàn hoïc boång cho 30 

thieáu nieân ngheøo vaø hieáu hoïc. Chöông trình naøy khaù thaønh coâng vì 
ñeán naêm 1997 hoäi ñaõ giuùp ñöôïc 500 hoïc sinh tieáp tuïc hoïc ngheà vaø 
hoïc chöõ. Ngoaøi vieäc taøi trôï hoïc boång, hoäi coøn quyeân saùch giaùo khoa 
vaø taïp chí khoa hoïc cho tröôøng hoïc vaø thö vieän ôû Vieät Nam.

SAP-VN coøn taøi trôï xaây caát caùc lôùp maãu giaùo vaø tieåu hoïc ôû nhöõng 

mieàn thoân queâ vaø ñeán nay chuùng toâi ñaõ hoaøn taát 38 phoøng hoïc töø 
ngaân quyõ taøi trôï 113,700 USD. Vaøo naêm 1995, hoäi baét ñaàu taøi trôï 
aåm-thöïc cho caùc em hoïc sinh khuyeát taät ôû tröôøng Ña Thieän vaø vaãn 
tieáp tuïc baûo trôï 70 em haøng naêm.

XaÂy NhaØ TÌnh ThÖÔng
Baõo luït laø thieân tai haøng naêm taïi Vieät Nam. Vì theá ngöôùi Vieät coù 

theå töï öùng phoù ñoái vôùi nhöõng côn baõo luït nhoû. Tuy nhieân, vaøi ba 
naêm laïi coù moät hai laàn baõo luït naëng taøn phaù nhaø cöûa nhö traän baõo 
Linda vaøo naêm 2001 taøn phaù haøng ngaøn caên nhaø vaø laáy ñi haøng 
traêm maïng ngöôøi taïi maáy tænh mieàn Taây vaø Nam, vaø traän baõo 
Xangxane (hay soá 6) vaøo cuoái naêm 2006 taøn phaù nhaø cöûa vaø gieát ñi 
haøng traêm ngöôøi taïi Ñaø Naüng, Quaûng Nam, vaø nhöõng tænh khaùc taïi 
mieàn Trung. Sau nhöõng traän baõo luït nhö theá, hoäi thöôøng keâu goïi söï 
ñoùng goùp cuûa caùc maïnh thöôøng quaân vaøo chöông trình cöùu trôï khaån 
caáp ñeå xaây döïng nhaø cöûa hoaëc tröôøng hoïc taïi nhöõng ñòa phöông bò 
thieät haïi naëng neà nhaát. Taát caû moïi söï ñoùng goùp (100%) trong caùc 
chöông trình cöùu trôï naøy ñeàu ñöôïc ñöa ñeán taän tay cuûa nhöõng ñoái 
töôïng ñöôïc giuùp. 

Ngoaøi nhöõng laàn cöùu trôï nhoû haøng naêm, hoäi ñaõ thöïc hieän nhieàu laàn 
cöùu trôï naïn nhaân caùc thieân tai tuøy theo cöôøng ñoä naëng nheï. Moät laàn 
cöùu trôï cho naïn nhaân baõo luït Linda vaøo naêm 2001. Trong laàn baõo 
Linda, hoäi nhaän ñöôïc 142,000. Soá tieàn naøy ngoaøi cöùu trôï tieàn maët 
(töø 300,00 ñeán 500,000 VND) vaø hieän vaät cho  5,368 gia ñình ngheøo 
bò aûnh höôûng baõo, hoäi coøn giuùp xaây 258 caên nhaø maùi lôïp baèng toân 
treân nhöõng boä coät 
keøo môùi, vaø vaùch 
nhaø laøm baèng laù 
döøa nöôùc. 

Vaøo cuoái naêm 
2006, hoäi nhaän 
ñöô ï c  mo ä t  s o á 
ngaân khoaûn ñeå 
giu ùp naïn nhaân 
baõo luït Xangsane 
taïi Quaûng Nam 
vaø tænh Beán Tre. 
SAP-VN ñaõ giuùp 
xaây 8 caên nhaø 
taïi Ñaïi Loäc tænh 
Quaûng Nam vaø 
10 caên nhaø taïi 
tænh Beán Tre cho 
nhöõng gia ñình  
ngheøo vaø coù con 
treû bò nhaø xaäp bôûi 
hai traän baõo cuoái 
naêm 2006. 

                  
  
  
   
   
   

Ch§u D̯̭ng thΠ QuȢnh Nh̯,3 tuΫi sau ph͵u thuͻt tͧi TT ChΞnh 
H³nh v¨ Phλc HΩi Chοc NŁng Cͭn Th̭, 2007.
A child, D̯̭ng thΠ QuȢnh Nh̯, 3 years old was recuperating 
after surgery at Can Tho Orthopedic Surgery & Rehabilitation 
Center in 2007.
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of the program, SAP-VN sponsored 150 surgeries, all with excellent 
results. For the past 13 years, SAP-VN continues to sponsor the 
surgeries, with a total of 1359 successful cases. More recently, many 
other international organizations are also sponsoring similiar surgeries; 
resulting in a decrease of SAP-VN’s activity in this program which 
allows us to focus our efforts in other areas.

CATARACT SURGERY PROGRAM
The most recent addition to SAP-VN’s repertoire of services is the 

Cataract Surgery Program. SAP-VN is aware of the high number of 
elderly people in Viet Nam afflicted with cataracts, an eye condition 
that can result in blindness. This condition can be effectively cured 
with cataract surgeries, which can be performed at the low cost of 
$50 per case. 

In 2005, SAP-VN decided to establish a pilot program to support 
this effort to prevent blindness. SAP-VN established contact with an 
ophthalmologist in Saigon, Dr. Tien Phi, to begin screening patients in 
rural areas in need of cataract surgeries and subsequently, transported 
patients back to Saigon to undergo the operations. The pilot phase 
was a success, with 289 patients.  SAP-VN continues to work with 
ophthalmologists in Viet Nam to provide the sight-restoring surgeries, 
collaborating with rural hospitals that are close to where the patients 
live so that we can make the surgeries even more accessible to those 
who need it most.

MOBILE CARE CLINICS
The mobile care clinic began as a collaboration with doctors and 

nurses at two local clinics in Saigon consisting who volunteered to 
go to rural areas to provide free dental, primary health, and vision 
care to poor patients. Annually, they assisted about 12,000 patients 
who could not afford medical care otherwise. In addition to this work, 
they assisted SAP-VN in screening  disabled children for orthopedic 
surgeries. This allowed SAP-VN to offer life-changing surgeries to 
patients in remote regions that would otherwise have not have been 
reached. SAP-VN provided financial assistance to the group of doctors 
to cover expenses for medication and transportation for the numerous 
trips they took throughout the years. 

Beginning in 1994, a group of three SAP-VN volunteers consisting of 
U.S. based healthcare professionals organized an annual trip back to 
Viet Nam to join in the efforts of the mobile care clinics. By 1997, they 
have assembled a team of doctors, dentists, optometrist, pharmacists, 
and volunteers to provide free health care and medication to people 
in remote regions of Viet Nam. Today, the annual Mobile Care trip 
attracts more than 20 SAP-VN volunteers.

MEDICAL SUPPLIES
When SAP-VN first started, one of the goals was to send back 

medical supplies and educational materials to hospitals and clinics in 
Viet Nam. We received donations from medical and pharmaceutical 
companies such as Baxter, MEDIC, Alcon, and private donors and  
physicians, where donated supplies consisted of X-ray machines, 
medication, laboratory equipment, and medical textbooks. SAP-VN 
volunteers worked tirelessly, often times late in the night, to sort 
and pack equipment for shipment to Viet Nam. SAP-VN identified 

hospitals in Saigon, Hanoi, and other surrounding rural regions that 
need these supplies and arranged for the supplies to be shipped 
to these facilities. The cost of each shipment ranged from $2500-
$3500 for approximately a ton of materials. The program was very 
successful and SAP-VN received such big quantities of supplies that 
eventually their small office space could not accommodate all these 
materials and they had to move into an office space in order to store 
the supplies. This program was operational from 1994-2000 and 
SAP-VN shipped a total of 17 containers of about 246,500 pounds 
of medical supplies to Vietnam.

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
At the initiation of SAP-VN, a scholarship program was established 

to provide poor and disadvantaged students the means to continue and 
complete their education. SAP-VN worked with schools and colleges 
in Viet Nam to identify students who needed and were deserving of 
financial assistance for their education. In the first year of operation, 
SAP-VN funded scholarships for about 30 students. This program 
was very successful and by 1997, we had awarded 500 scholarships 
to needy students for vocational and academic programs. Along 
with the scholarship program, SAP-VN also collected educational 
materials such as books and journals to ship back to schools and 
libraries in Viet Nam. 

SAP-VN also granted money to schools that were in dire need of 
classrooms for children. In total, SAP-VN has funded the building 
of 38 kindergarten and elementary classrooms, totaling $113,700 in 
donation. In 1995, SAP-VN also began sponsoring free meals for 99 
handicapped children at the Da Thien School. This program continues 
today with SAP-VN sponsoring meals for 70 students.

FUNDRAISING
SAP-VN relied on the dedication of volunteers and the generous 

donations of their supporters throughout the years.  The first issue 
of our newsletter, the Green Cross, was circulated in 1992 amongst 
a small group of supporters, as a means of spreading the word 
of SAP-VN’s activities and a vehicle for donors to contribute to 
our organization. Slowly through word of mouth, the Green Cross 
expanded its reach to many supporters within California as well as 
to other states and even other countries. We have received many 
generous checks from donors along with heart-warming letters of 
encouragement for the work that we do. In SAP-VN’s first year of 
operation, we received approximately $30,000 in donations and by 
2006, our donation base has increased six-fold, to approximately 
$200,000 in donations. 

In addition to donations, SAP-VN has also hosted fundraising 
activities including the penny drive and change for children program 
where we display donation boxes at various stores for donation, 
hold raffles, sell food at Tet festivals, art sales, and collaborate with 
United Way and other private companies. In 2002, SAP-VN began the 
tradition of hosting an annual fundraising dinner to raise funds for its 
various programs, and to summarize the results of its programs of 
the past year for new and long time donors.   This year will be the 
fifth annual fundraising dinner and we hope that our supporters will 
continue to support us in the years to come as we strive to make a 
difference in the lives of the poor and unfortunate in Viet Nam. 
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Nhöõng Maåu Chuyeän
Vaøo thaùng 7 vöøa qua, anh Nguyeãn Ngoïc Thaønh (Chuû Tòch hoäi 

SAP-VN) vaø anh Huyønh Phöôùc Ñöông (Thaønh Vieân HÑQT SAP-VN) 
ñi coâng taùc taïi Vieät Nam nhaèm thaåm ñònh vaø ñaùnh giaù caùc chöông 
trình cuûa hoäi. Naêm nay hoäi SAP-VN kyû nieäm 15 naêm thaønh laäp, 
nhaân cô hoäi naøy hai anh ñi laïi nhöõng chaëng ñöôøng maø hoäi SAP-VN 
ñaõ qua trong suoát 15 naêm haàu oân laïi nhöõng kyû nieäm vaø nhöõng 
thaønh quaû maø hoäi ñaõ ñaït ñöôïc vaø gheù thaêm moät soá em khuyeát taät 
trong ñoù coù hai em Söông vaø Huøng. Söông laø moät trong soá chín 
em ñaàu tieân ñöôïc hoäi SAP-VN baûo trôï phaãu thuaät vaøo naêm 1993. 
Huøng ñöôïc baûo trôï phaãu thuaät vaøo naêm 1998. Giôø ñaây cuoäc soáng 
hai em ra sao?

GÖông Thaønh ÑaÏt
					     Tanya Hoaøng
Loøng quyeát taâm vaø nghò löïc ñaõ ñöa theá giôùi naøy thuoäc veà em. Caâu 

chuyeän cuûa Ñoã Thò AÙnh Söông laø moät göông thaønh ñaït – maø söï 
thaønh ñaït ñoù phaûi ñaùnh ñoåi baèng nhöõng gian nan, hy sinh vaø tranh 
ñaáu ñeå ñaït ñöôïc. Caâu chuyeän cuûa moät cuoäc tranh ñaáu vôùi chính baûn 
thaân ñeå vöôït qua taät nguyeàn ôû tuoåi thô aáu vaø vöôït qua moïi chöôùng 
ngaïi cuûa cuoäc ñôøi. Ñaây laø caâu chuyeän cuûa Ñoã Thò AÙnh Söông.

Laàn ñaàu chuùng toâi gaëp Söông vaøo naêm 1993. Luùc ñoù Söông vöøa 
ñöôïc 18 tuoåi. Moät thieáu nöõ vôùi ñaày söùc soáng vaø nhieät huyeát, nhöng 
aån chöùa beân trong laø noãi ñau ñôùn, söï chòu ñöïng, vaø noãi u uaån. Söông 
bò soát baïi lieät khi leân 3, haäu quaû laø tay traùi bò lieät, gaân xöông hoâng 
bò xuoäi, hai chaân cong hình chöõ C vaø baøn chaân bò khoeøo. Côn soát 
baïi lieät ñaõ ñöa Söông tôùi tình traïng khoâng ngoài thaúng, ñöùng daäy, 
vaø ñi laïi ñöôïc. Thöôøng thì nhöõng ñoäng taùc trong sinh hoaït haèng 
ngaøy nhieàu khi chuùng ta ít khi coi troïng nhöng vôùi Söông thì hoaøn 
toaøn xa laï. Nhö Söông chöa heà töï ngoài thaúng ngöôøi leân ñöôïc. Theâm 
nöõa, caùch töï ñi laïi duy nhaát cuûa em laø boø leát baèng ñoâi tay vaø ñoâi 
chaân mình.

Cuoäc soáng thaät khoù khaên khoâng caùch naøo taû noåi cho Söông, moät 
thieáu nöõ luùc naøo cuõng ham muoán hoïc hoûi vaø caàu tieán. Maëc duø Söông 
phaûi ñoái dieän vôùi nhöõng nghieät ngaõ maø caên beänh soát baïi lieät mang 
ñeán, nhöng em may maén laïi coù ñöôïc moät söùc maïnh noäi taâm, moät 
söï quyeát taâm, vaø moät trí oùc thoâng minh. Tính hieáu hoïc ñaõ thuùc 
ñaåy Söông hoaøn taát lôùp 12 – moät ñieàu maø haàu nhö ai cuõng nghó laø 
khoâng thöïc hieän noåi ñoái vôùi moät ngöôøi taät nguyeàn. Nhöng vôùi loøng 
kieân trì, Söông  ñaõ thuyeát phuïc meï vaø caùc chò thay phieân giuùp ñöa 
em ñeán tröôøng moãi ngaøy cho ñeán khi em toát nghieäp. Hoï ñeàu coâng 
nhaän chính söùc maïnh noäi taâm vaø loøng quaû caûm laø chìa khoùa giuùp 
em hoaøn taát vieäc hoïc trung hoïc.

Naêm 1993, moät ñieàu cay ñaéng ñeán vôùi Söông laø em ñaõ ñaäu cuoäc 
thi tuyeån ñeå ñöôïc choïn vaøo ñaïi hoïc Döôïc Saøi Goøn, nhöng laïi khoâng 
theå theo hoïc vì tuùng thieáu khoâng ñuû khaû naêng trang traûi hoïc phí, 
noäi truù vaø saùch vôû. Ñieàu cay ñaéng ñoù phuùt choác laïi trôû neân ngoït dòu 
nhöng ñieàu ngoït dòu ñoù khoâng traùnh khoûi nhöõng cam go ñeå vöôït qua 
nhöõng khoù khaên maø Söông seõ phaûi chòu ñöïng.

Söông may maén laø moät trong 9 em ñaàu tieân ñöôïc hoäi SAP-VN 
choïn baûo trôï phaãu thuaät chænh hình. Em phaûi traûi qua toång coäng 
naêm cuoäc giaûi phaãu. Cöù sau moãi laàn giaûi phaãu laø Söông ñeàu phaûi 
traûi qua thôøi gian vaät lyù trò lieäu dai daúng vaø ñau ñôùn keùo daøi nhieàu 

thaùng. Theâm vaøo ñoù em phaûi töï taäp phuïc hoài moãi toái taïi nhaø vôùi 
giuùp ñôõ cuûa gia ñình.

Phuïc hoài chöùc naêng laø moät quaù trình laâu daøi qua nhieàu giai ñoaïn. 
Thoaït ñaàu, Söông phaûi taäp ngoài thaúng leân, roài böôùc keá tieáp laø ñöùng 
daäy. Tieáp theo ñoù em taäp töï ñi laïi vaø gaáp ñöôïc ñoâi chaân giuùp em 
ñöùng leân ngoài xuoáng deã daøng. Ñoäng taùc töôûng chöøng “ñôn giaûn” 
nhö gaáp chaân phaûi maát vaøi thaùng em môùi thöïc hieän ñöôïc. Vaø nhöõng 
lôùp taäp vaät lyù trò lieäu keùo daøi trieàn mieân töôûng chöøng khoâng bao giôø 
döùt. Em vaãn nhôù roõ moät trong nhöõng laàn ñaàu tieân em töï moät mình 
ñöùng daäy ñöôïc nhôø vòn vaøo thaønh cöûa soå. Giaây phuùt ñoù em thaät ñau 
ñôùn nhöng thaät vui söôùng khoân taû. Em nhö muoán heùt to leân vì quaù 
sung söôùng quaù haïnh phuùc, nöôùc maét tuoân ra trong luùc moïi ngöôøi 
chung quanh chöùng kieán em ñaõ thaéng!

Töø naêm 1993 ñeán nay hoäi SAP-VN ñaõ nhieàu laàn vieáng thaêm Söông 
ñeå thaêm hoûi xem em tieán trieån ra sao. Trong laàn vieáng thaêm naêm 
2000, Söông taâm söï laø mong coù phöông tieän ñi laïi ñeå coù theå kieám 
ñöôïc vieäc laøm. Tröôùc ñoù, Söông phaûi hoaøn toaøn phuï thuoäc vaøo ngöôøi 
thaân giuùp chôû em moãi khi caàn ñi ñaâu ñoù. Söông raát mong ñöôïc phuï 
giuùp vôùi gia ñình vaø trôû neân höõu ích cho xaõ hoäi vì theá em mong coù 
ñöôïc moät chieác xe ñeå töï ñi laïi. Nhöng moät chieác xe cho moät ngöôøi 
khuyeát taät nhö Söông cuõng khoâng ñôn giaûn vì caàn ñöôïc caûi bieán cho 
phuø hôïp vôùi tröôøng hôïp ñaëc bieät cuûa em. Sau khi nghe thaáy ñöôïc 
öôùc nguyeän cuûa Söông töùc thì moät vaøi anh chò thieän nguyeän vieân 
SAP-VN mau choùng gom goùp giuùp Söông mua moät chieác xe maùy vaø 
caûi bieán thaønh xe ñoäng cô ba baùnh cho em.

Khi chuùng toâi ñeán thaêm vaøo thaùng 7, 2007, em vaãn coøn giöõ chieác 
xe maø hoäi SAP-VN ñaõ taëng vaø ñaõ baøy toû loøng bieát ôn voâ vaøn vì 
moùn quaø aáy. Em cho bieát chieác ñaõ ñöôïc söûa ñi söûa laïi nhieàu laàn 
cho duø ñaõ cuõ nhöng em seõ giöõ laïi vaø traân quyù moùn quaø naøy bôûi noù 
laø moùn quaø hy voïng cuûa em. Chieác xe khoâng chæ laø coâng cuï ñeå di 
chuyeån maø ñoái vôùi em noù coøn laø töôïng tröng cho söï laïc quan vaø 
nieàm öôùc mô.

Töø nieàm öôùc mô töï ñi laïi cuûa Söông vaøo naêm 1993 cho ñeán vieäc 
trôï giuùp nhöõng em khuyeát taät keùm may maén khaùc trong suoát nhieàu 
naêm qua, chuùng toâi caûm nhaän ôû Söông cuûa naêm 2007 moät phuï nöõ 
vôùi ñaày nghò löïc vaø quyeát taâm. Em ñaõ laäp gia ñình vôùi moät y taù maø 
em gaëp trong moät laàn vaøo beänh vieän vaø hieän ñang mang thai ñöùa 
con ñaàu loøng. Söông ñang theo ñuoåi vaên baèng cuoái trong 4 vaên baèng 
ñeå haønh ngheà baùc só Ñoâng y sau khi thi ñaäu 3 vaên baèng tröôùc ñoù.

Söông noùi raèng chuoãi daøi kinh nghieäm em ñaõ traûi vôùi SAP-VN 
quaû laø moät dieãm phuùc. Töøng ngaøy töøng ngaøy troâi qua, em nhö luoân 
caûm nhaän ñöôïc ñoäng löïc thuùc ñaåy em vöôn leân töø nhöõng thaønh vieân 
SAP-VN (coù nhöõng ngöôøi em chöa heà gaëp maët). Hoï luoân daønh cho 
em moïi söï uûng hoä töø theå chaát ñeán tinh thaàn vaø caû tình caûm. Khi 
chia tay em baøy toû ñoâi lôøi nhaén nhuû vaø khuyeán khích caùc baïn laâm 
vaøo hoaøn caûnh taät nguyeàn nhö em raèng – “Ñöøng boû cuoäc vaø ñöøng 
buoàn. Haõy cöù tieáp tuïc theo ñuoåi giaác mô cuûa mình vaø nhö theá söï 
may maén seõ ñeán vôùi caùc baïn trong töông lai”.

MoÄt ÖôÙc Mô BÌnh ThÖôøng
					     Jean Lieâu
Nguyeãn Vaên Huøng coøn nhôù hoài coøn beù maáy ñöùa baïn trong xoùm 

ñuøa chôi tröôùc nhaø em. Tuïi con trai thì röôït ñuoåi nhau trong troø cuùt 
baét hay ñaù banh. Tuïi con gaùi chôi nhaûy daây hay loø coø. Haàu heát tuoåi 
thô aáu cuûa em, em chæ laø ñöùa ngoaïi cuoäc, chæ ngoài xem, chaúng bao 
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The Stories
Vaøo thaùng 7 vöøa qua, anh Nguyeãn Ngoïc Thaønh (Chuû Tòch hoäi 

SAP-VN) vaø anh Huyønh Phöôùc Ñöông (Thaønh Vieân HÑQT SAP-VN) 
ñi coâng taùc taïi Vieät Nam nhaèm thaåm ñònh vaø ñaùnh giaù caùc chöông 
trình cuûa hoäi. Naêm nay hoäi SAP-VN kyû nieäm 15 naêm thaønh laäp, 
nhaân cô hoäi naøy hai anh ñi laïi nhöõng chaëng ñöôøng maø hoäi SAP-VN 
ñaõ qua trong suoát 15 naêm haàu oân laïi nhöõng kyû nieäm vaø nhöõng 
thaønh quaû maø hoäi ñaõ ñaït ñöôïc vaø gheù thaêm moät soá em khuyeát taät 
trong ñoù coù hai em Söông vaø Huøng. Söông laø moät trong soá chín 
em ñaàu tieân ñöôïc hoäi SAP-VN baûo trôï phaãu thuaät vaøo naêm 1993. 
Huøng ñöôïc baûo trôï phaãu thuaät vaøo naêm 1998. Giôø ñaây cuoäc soáng 
hai em ra sao?

PERSONAL TRIUMPH
				    Tanya Ngoc Hoang
With determination and perseverance, the world was hers.  Do Thi 

Anh Suong’s story is a story of success – but success with much 
struggle, sacrifice, and a fight to prevail.  This is a tale of one person’s 
fight to overcome a severe disability at a young age and triumph 
against great odds.  This is the story of Do Thi Anh Suong.

We first met Suong in 1993 when she was eighteen years old.  
She was vibrant and eager, yet there was certainly a sense of 
pain, suffering, and sorrow about her.  Suong had suffered polio at 
the age of three, which resulted in a disabled left arm, loose hip 
tendon, 2 legs bent in a C-formation, and twisted feet.  Polio had left 
Suong with the inability to sit erect, stand up, and walk.  Common, 
everyday activities that most of us take for granted were unknown 
and foreign to Suong.  For instance, Suong had never sat up straight.  
In addition, the only way she was able to move around was to crawl 
on her four limbs.  

Life was an indescribably, difficult challenge for this young woman, 
who was so eager to learn and explore.  While Suong was dealt with 
the physical challenges that polio caused, she was gifted with inner 
strength, determination, and incredible intellect.  Her eagerness and 
drive to learn first enabled Suong to finish 12th grade – something 
that many thought would be a lost cause on a person with many 
physical disabilities.  But with Suong’s persistence, she convinced 
her mother and sisters to take turns bringing her to school everyday 
until she graduated.  They recalled her strength and courage to finish 
and her desire to learn. 

In 1993, it was bittersweet that Suong passed an exam, making 
her eligible for entry into Saigon University of Pharmacy, yet was 
unable to pursue her education due to her inability to afford tuition, 
boarding, and books.  Bittersweet soon transformed into a sweet 
yet struggling fight to overcome many odds that Suong would soon 
be forced to endure.

In 1993, Suong was one of nine children for whom SAP-VN 
sponsored orthopedic surgeries.  She endured a total of five arduous 
operations.  After each grueling operation, Suong underwent strenuous 
physical therapy that lasted for months, rehabilitating herself at nights 
with the assistance of family members.  

Rehabilitation was a long and slow process, but Suong’s will power 
pushed her to first sit up, then stand upright, subsequently, she was 

able to walk and bend her legs, allowing her to stand up and sit 
down.  A “simple” act such as bending her legs took Suong several 
months to accomplish, and only after endless, demanding physical 
therapy sessions.  She recalled one of the first times where she 
was able to hold herself up on her own by grabbing a window.  The 
moment was painful yet so exuberating that she screamed with joy, 
while tears came streaming down as everyone watched her struggle 
and triumph. 

From 1993 until now, SAP-VN has visited Suong on several 
occasions to see her progress.  On one of the trips, Suong expressed 
her desire to seek employment and be self sufficient.  Up until that 
point, Suong had relied solely on the good will of others to transport 
her from one location to another.  Suong wanted to contribute to her 
family and to society as a whole and asked for a vehicle in which 
she would transport herself.  But this was no ordinary vehicle – it 
had to be converted to accommodate Suong’s special needs.  Upon 
hearing of this request, several members of SAP-VN (Tuan Nguyen, 
Hung Vu, and Tram Anh Long) quickly donated a used moped that 
was converted into a motorized three-wheel vehicle for Suong.

When we visited Suong in July 2007, she still had the vehicle that 
SAP-VN donated and expressed such deep gratitude for the gift.  
She admits that the vehicle has been repaired numerous times but 
vows to always cherish the gift since it is a gift of hope for her.  
The vehicle was not only a vehicle of transportation but a symbol of 
optimism and dreams.

From a dream of walking on her own in 1993 to helping others 
who are less fortunate, we found Suong in great spirits in 2007.  
She is married to a nurse who she met at the hospital on one of her 
visits and is currently expecting her first child.  Suong is pursuing 
her final certificate to practice oriental medicine, having successfully 
completed three certificates already.

Suong looks back on the entire experience with SAP-VN as a 
blessing.  As each day passes by, she continues to feel motivated 
from many SAP-VN members (many of whom she has never met) 
who continuously support her physically, mentally, and emotionally.  
Her parting words to us in 2007 were words of encouragement 
to those who have physical disabilities similar to her – “Don’t be 
discouraged and don’t despair.  Continue to pursue your dreams and 
perhaps good fortune will come to you in the future.”

A SIMPLE DREAM
					     Jean Lieu
Nguyen Van Hung remembers watching other children as they 

played in front of his house. Boys ran and chased each other in a 
game of tag or soccer. Girls jumped rope or played hopscotch. For 
most of his childhood, he was an outsider, only watching, never invited 
to participate in the simple games that children played. Nowadays, 
Hung no longer watches on the side lines. 

Born with severe clubbed feet, Nguyen Van Hung walked on the 
sides and tops of his foot. To fit into shoes, he often had to be 
creative to secure them directly to his feet to protect and cover what 
would normally be the top of other people’s feet. At the end of the 
day, the thick callused skin on his feet would be red and swollen, 
sometimes broken and bleeding from the simple act of walking. And 
yet, though walking was a task painful beyond imagination for young 
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giôø ñöôïc caùc baïn ruû chôi chung nhöõng troø maø moïi ñöùa treû ñeàu thích 
chôi. Baây giôø thì Huøng heát laø ñöùa ñöùng xem beân leà roài.

Sanh ra bò khoeøo hai chaân naëng, Huøng böôùc ñi baèng caïnh vaø mu 
cuûa baøn chaân. Ñeå coù theå mang giaøy, em phaûi coá gaéng vaø saùng taïo 
laém môùi giöõ chieác giaøy ôû vò trí baûo veä cho maët treân cuûa baøn chaân 
khi chaïm ñaát, ñaùng lyù ra phaûi naèm höôùng leân treân nhö ôû moät ngöôøi 
bình thöôøng. Sau nhieàu naêm thaùng ñi laïi ôû tö theá ñoù, lôùp da chaân 
söng vaø coäm ñoû leân, ñoâi khi bò traày söôùt ñeán chaûy maùu chæ vì ñoäng 
taùc bình thöôøng laø ñi boä. Ñi laïi voán ñaõ ñau ñôùn khoâng theå töôûng 
ñöôïc cho caäu beù Huøng, nhöng ñau ñôùn hôn theá nöõa laø nhöõng caëp 
maét khinh bæ vaø kinh sôï cuûa caùc baïn vaø haøng xoùm. Vôùi tinh thaàn 
vöõng vaøng, Huøng thích öùng vôùi caên taät nguyeàn vaø khoâng heà maát ñi 
nieàm hy voïng. Naêm 1998, caäu beù 9 tuoåi Huøng tìm ñeán hoäi SAP-VN 
vaø ñöôïc nhöõng nhaø haûo taâm baûo trôï phaãu thuaät chænh hình.

Gaàn moät thaäp nieân sau, Huøng ñöôïc anh Huyønh Phöôùc Ñöông, moät 
ñieàu hôïp vieân chöông trình phaãu thuaät chænh hình cuûa hoäi SAP-VN, 
gheù thaêm. Huøng 19 tuoåi troâng khoâng khaùc nhöõng thanh thieáu nieân 
trang löùa khaùc. Voùc daùng khoûe vöøa vaën, em böôùc ñi nhöõng böôùc 
vöõng chaõi vaø töï tin. Thoaït nhìn, khoù bieát em tröôùc ñaây bò dò taät khoeøo 
chaân. Em ñi laïi vaø di chuyeån khoâng chuùt khoù khaên naøo. Tuy nhieân, 
khi xem kyõ laïi thì nhöõng veát theïo laø baèng chöùng cuûa nhieàu cuoäc giaûi 
phaãu ñeå em coù theå ñi laïi ñöôïc bình thöôøng nhö ngaøy hoâm nay. Maëc 
duø coù chuùt maéc côû, em traû lôøi nhöõng lôøi thaêm hoûi raát gaãy goïn vaø 
ñích xaùc, vaø luoân nhaán maïnh raèng cuoäc giaûi phaãu ñaõ laøm thay ñoåi 
cuoäc ñôøi em. Neáu khoâng coù ñöôïc moùn quaø phaãu thuaät giuùp em ñi laïi 
ñöôïc Huøng noùi chaéc giôø naøy em vaãn coøn bò tuø tuùng trong nhaø.

Huøng hieän haønh ngheà hôùt toùc ôû leà ñöôøng taïi huyeän Ninh Hoøa, tænh 
Khaùnh Hoøa vôùi giaù moãi khaùch hôùt toùc laø 5000VNÑ, tính trung bình moãi 
ngaøy kieám ñöôïc 1 USD (16,000 VNÑ). Em phaûi kieám ñöôïc choã naøo 
coù maùi che naéng möa ñeå hôùt toùc. Hoâm naøo thôøi tieát xaáu maø khoâng 
kieám ñöôïc choã coù maùi thì Huøng thaát nghieäp. Hoâm nay trôøi naéng toát 
Huøng thoaên thoaét ñoâi tay vôùi nhöõng ñoäng taùc hôùt toùc, trong khi troø 

chuyeän vôùi ñoaøn SAP-
VN gheù thaêm. Trong 
khi hôùt toùc cho anh 
Ñöông, em luoân töôi 
cöôøi keå vôùi anh Ñöông 
moät trong nhöõng öôùc 
muoán trong töông lai 
cuûa em laø môû moät 
tieäm hôùt toùc cuûa rieâng 
mình vaø laäp gia ñình. 
Moät caäu beù tröôùc ñaây 
luoân ruït reø, maëc caûm 
vaø phaûi gaéng söùc 
moãi khi ñi laïi, nay 
Huøng luoân nhìn veà 
phía tröôùc cho moät 
töông lai vôùi nhieàu hy 
voïng.

NguyΚn VŁn H½ng 
tr̯αc v¨ sau ph͵u 
thuͻt, Hung before 
and after surgery.

Dӳ TI֒C GĄY QUׂ ñCHO EM NIԓM 
HY V֘ng 5ò K׀ NI֒M 15 NŀM NgêY 

THênH LӿP H֤I SAP-VN
  Ng¨y 07 th§ng 10, 2007, gӺn 500 ©n nh©n Ľ« ĽԒn tham dֽ 
DӴ Ti֓c G©y Qu׃ v¨ Kׁ Ni֓m  15 NŁm th¨nh lԀp h֥i.  Qua 
phӺn gi֧i thi֓u th¨nh vi°n HņQT hi֓n h¨nh v¨ nhֻng cֽu 
th¨nh vi°n c½ng thi֓n nguy֓n vi°n, l¨ phӺn tr³nh chiԒu m֥t 
ĽoӴn phim ngԂn n·i l°n nhֻng kԒt quӶ hoӴt Ľ֥ng tַ thi֓n 
cֳa h֥i trong su֝t 15 nŁm qua. Ngo¨i ra m֥t ĽoӴn phim ngԂn 
vԚ  hai em ņ֣ th֗ Ćnh SҼҺng (An Giang - phӾu thuԀt nŁm 
1994 ĽԒn 1997) v¨ em Nguy֑n VŁn H½ng (Kh§nh H¸a - phӾu 
thuԀt nŁm 1997 v¨ 1998) n·i l°n nhֻng kh· khŁn trҼ֧c phӾu 
thuԀt, qu§ tr³nh phӾu thuԀt v¨ nhֻng phӸn ĽӸu cֳa hai em 
ĽԜ d¨nh ĽҼ֯c sֽ tֽ lԀp cho bӶn th©n nhҼ hi֓n nay Ľ« g©y 
ĽҼ֯c nhiԚu sֽ cӶm Ľ֥ng ĽԒn cho c§c ©n nh©n tham dֽ bu֡i 
dӴ ti֓c. Hai em cȈng Ľ« thay mԊt c§c bӴn c½ng cӶnh ng֥ g֫i 
l֩i cӶm Һn ĽԒn quĨ ©n nh©n nh©n d֗p kׁ ni֓m 15 nŁm ng¨y 
th¨nh lԀp h֥i.
  PhӺn vŁn ngh֓ do ban nhӴc The Up Tight c½ng ca sǫ TuӸn 
Ng֙c v¨ Di֓u HҼҺng Ľ·ng g·p Ľ« Ľem ĽԒn nhiԚu Ӹn tҼ֯ng 
cho kh§n giӶ. ņԊc bi֓t Ľ©y l¨ lӺn ra mԂt ĽӺu ti°n cֳa ban nhӴc 
The Up Tight sau mӸy chֱc nŁm vԂng b·ng. CȈng n°n n·i 
th°m l¨ trong v¸ng 5 nŁm qua, h֥i Ľ« may mԂn nhԀn ĽҼ֯c 
sֽ Ľ·ng g·p nhi֓t t³nh cֳa hai ca sǫ Di֓u HҼҺng, TuӸn Ng֙c, 
v¨ nhiԚu ca sǫ kh§c.   
  Ngo¨i ra, gian h¨ng Ľ֟ trang sֵc, b¹ng hoa, v¨ tranh tҼ֯ng 
b§n ĽӸu gi§ do ch֗ T֝ng PhҼҺng Lan, Jean Li°u v¨ VȈ Anh 
Chi tr¹ng coi Ľ« thu h¼t ĽҼ֯c sֽ ch¼ Ĩ cֳa nhֻng quan kh§ch 
tham dֽ v֧i nhֻng Ľ֟ trang sֵc ĽԌp mԂt. PhӺn b§n v® ĽԜ x֡ 
s֝ cho tӸm tranh cֳa h֙a sǫ B® KĨ v¨ phӾu thuԀt m² mԂt cȈng 
Ľ« Ľem ĽԒn nhiԚu sֽ h¨o hֵng do sֽ nŁng Ľ֥ng v¨ vui nh֥n 
cֳa c¹ Tanya Ng֙c v¨ anh Cowboy (ngu֩i Ľ« tַng tham gia 
trong show Survivor 13 cֳa Ľ¨i truyԚn h³nh CBS). T֡ng c֥ng 
tiԚn quy°n ĽҼ֯c tַ c§c gian h¨ng v¨ b§n ĽӸu gi§ l¨ $7266.
 T֡ng s֝ tiԚn thu cho bu֡i dӴ ti֓c ñCho Em NiԚm Hy V֙ng 5ò 
l¨ $73,846.  S֝ tiԚn ĽҼ֯c thu tַ nhֻng phӺn nhҼ sau: 
1) V® (tickets)					     $8,350
2) BӶo tr֯ (sponsors)				    $51,200
3) ņ·ng g·p (donations)			   $7,030
4) Gian H¨ng/ĽӸu gi§ (rafþes, jewelry sales)	 $7,266
T֡ng s֝ tiԚn chi (expenses) 			   $12,400
TiԚn l֩i (proýt) 					     $61,446
  V֧i $61,446, ch¼ng ta c· thԜ bӶo tr֯ phӾu thuԀt ch֕nh h³nh 
ĽҼ֯c gӺn 300 ch§u b֗ khuyԒt tԀt tay ch©n, mua ĽҼ֯c 512 
chiԒc xe lԂc tay hoԊc 614 chiԒc xe lŁn tay, hoԊc x©y ĽҼ֯c 51 
cŁn nh¨ chԂc chԂn ch֝ng lȈ lֱt cho b¨ con ngh¯o kh·.
   ņiԜm n֡i bԀt cֳa bu֡i dӴ ti֓c ñCho Em NiԚm Hy V֙ng 
5ò l¨ sֽ Ľ·ng g·p c¹ng sֵc cֳa tr°n 80 thi֓n nguy֓n vi°n 
trԎ Ľ« l¨m cho bu֡i dӴ ti֓c ĽҼ֯c ho¨n th¨nh Ľ¼ng nhҼ Ĩ 
nguy֓n cֳa c§c anh ch֗ trong em trong ban t֡ chֵc. Ngo¨i 
c§c thi֓n nguy֓n trԎ, h֥i xin ghi nhԀn sֽ Ľ·ng g·p t²ch cֽc 
cֳa c§c anh ch֗ trong ban t֡ chֵc bu֡i dӴ ti֓c, c§c anh ch֗ 
PhӴm Duy Quang/T֝ng PhҼҺng Lan, L° Ng֙c HҼҺng, TrӺn 
HӶi Ch©u, Tony L° Th§i, Ng¹ Ho¨ng Kim, VȈ Anh Chi, Ocean 
Tr֗nh Nghǫa, Jean Li°u, v¨ VȈ ņ³nh HҼng. 
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Hung, what was more painful were the stares of pity and shock 
from his friends and neighbors. But with a spirit of resiliency, Hung 
adapted to his disability and never lost hope. In 1998, nine year old 
Hung discovered SAP-VN and was sponsored by generous donors 
to have corrective surgery.

Almost a decade later, Hung is visited by Duong Huynh, one of 
SAPVN’s orthopedic project coordinators. 19 year old Hung appears 
like any other teenager. Of moderate built, he strides down the street 
with confidence and agility. Upon first look, very little signs of his 
former foot deformity remains. He walks and moves without any 
trace of difficulty. Close inspection of his feet, however, will reveal 
scars from the multiple surgeries he has undergone to achieve the 
mobility he has today. Though shy, he answers questions briefly and 
concisely, and continually stresses how the surgery has made a great 
difference in his life. Without this gift of mobility, Hung shudders and 
says that he would probably still be confined at home. 

Hung now works as a barber on the side walks of Khanh Hoa 
Province in Central Vietn Nam, charging 5,000VND per haircut, 
earning an average of 1 US dollar a day (16,000 VND). He works 
wherever he can find shelter from sun, heat and rain. If the weather 
is bad and there is no shelter, Hung is jobless for the day. Today, 
however, was a sunny day as Hung hustles to and fro, carrying out 
the day’s chores, chatting away with representatives from SAPVN 
with energetic enthusiasm. While giving Anh Duong a very much 
needed hair cut, he chatters away cheerfully, telling Anh Duong 
about his hopes and goals for the future, which include owning his 
own barber shop and starting a family. Once a quiet, withdrawn 
boy who struggled just to walk, Hung now looks forward to a more 
hopeful future.

WALK FOR HOPE
On  Saturday, September 22nd, 2007, SAP-VN team participated 

in the 6th Annual Walk for Hope at El Dorado Park, Long Beach, 
CA. The event was organized by Be The Cause, a volunteer-run 
organization and was entirely free with free snacks, free T-shirt, and 
live entertainment. Walk for Hope was a reminder of the things that 
matter most in life. The purpose of the entire event was to spread 
more love in the world. The entire 5 kilometer route (3 miles) was 
decorated with hundreds of inspiring quotes. Be the Cause (www.
bethecause.org) did not retain any of the proceeds raised from this 
event. The walk was paid for entirely by its volunteers.

Walk for Hope was an opportunity to raise funds for SAP-VN and 
other nonprofit groups. SAP-VN team included Thanh, An Phuong  & 
Monica Nguyen, Son, Thao & Nhan Do, Lam & Vicky Vu and their 
two daughters.

Thanks to the sponsors, SAP-VN team raised a total of $780 while 
enjoying the walk, inspiring quotes, food, music, and learning about 
other nonprofit groups.

Ban tiԒp t©n Ľ·n tiԒp quan kh§ch ĽԒn tham dֽ  
bu֡i dӴ ti֓c "Cho Em NiԚm Hy V֙ng 5."
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18/7: Buoåi saùng 
phaùt 23 chieác xe 
laên vaø xe laéc cho 
treû em vaø ngöôøi 
lô ùn ta ï i  Kha ùnh 
Hoaø. Gaëp 21 hoïc 
sinh vôùi nhu caàu 
ñaëc bieät vaø gia 
ñ ình .  SAP-VN 
baûo trôï tieàn hoïc 
cho nhö õng em 
naøy. Buoåi chieàu 
ñeán Tuy Hoaø, Phuù 
Yeân. Thaêm khu 
ñaát ñöôïc ñeà nghò 
ñeå xaây tröôøng maãu 
giaùo vôùi 2 phoøng 

hoïc taïi xaõ Hoaø Hoäi, huyeän Phuù Hoaø, Phuù Yeân.
19/7: Buoåi saùng thaêm 3 beänh nhaân chænh hình taïi Tuy An. Leân xe 

ñi Qui Nhôn. Buoåi chieàu thaêm Trung Taâm Chænh Hình. Hieän nay coù 
80 em töø Khaùnh Hoaø, Phuù Yeân vaø Bình Ñònh taïi trung taâm.

20/7: Buoåi saùng gaëp rieâng vôùi Hoäi Chöõ Thaäp Ñoû Bình Ñònh, Uyû 
Ban Daân Soá, Gia Ñình vaø Treû Em, Sôû Lao Ñoäng, vaø baùc só Cöông 
(Trung Taâm Chænh Hình Qui Nhôn) ñeå trình baøy Döï aùn Bình Ñònh, 
baøn luaän veà nhöõng khaû naêng, vaø thu thaäp döõ kieän. Buoåi chieàu toâi vaø 
baùc Hoaøn thaêm 4 beänh nhaân chænh hình taïi An Nhôn vaø Phuø Caùt. 
Anh Ñöông ñi thaêm 2 gia ñình vôùi 4 ngöôøi con bò aûnh höôûng bôûi 
chaát ñoäc da cam ôû Phuø Caùt.

21/7: Buoåi saùng gaëp caû 4 cô quan ñeå cuøng trao ñoåi keá hoaïch cho 
döï aùn Bình Ñònh. Chuùng toâi cuõng baøn ñeán vaán ñeà phaân coâng vaø 
chia traùch nhieäm. Chuùng toâi yeâu caàu caû 4 cô quan phaûi noäp moät ñeà 
nghò ngaân saùch caøng sôùm caøng toát. Chuùng toâi rôøi Qui Nhôn vaøo luùc 
9 giôø 30 saùng vaø ñeán Hoäi An luùc 4 giôø chieàu. Treân ñöôøng chuùng 
toâi coù döøng laïi thaêm tröôøng maãu giaùo taïi Ñieän Baøn. Buoåi chieàu gaëp 
baø Robyn Morley, giaùm ñoác chöông trình Children’s Hope in Action 
(CHIA), moät toå chöùc töø thieän UÙc giuùp treû em vôùi hoaøn caûnh ñaëc bieät 
taïi Hoäi An. (www.ChildrenHopeInAction.org)

20/7: Saùng nay chuùng toâi seõ thaêm 2 nhaø taïi Ñaïi Loäc vaø gaëp baùc 
só Thònh (baùc só chænh hình ñaõ veà höu töø Trung Taâm Chænh Hình Ñaø 
Naüng.) Sau ñoù chuùng toâi seõ ñi xe 12 tieáng ñeán Thanh Hoaù. Heïn caùc 
baïn baøi töôøng trình laàn tôùi.

Môùi vöøa bay töø Haø noäi vaøo Saøi Goøn. Baây giôø laø 4:45 chieàu ngaøy 6 
thaùng 8 vaø toâi raát vui möøng ñöôïc söû duïng ADSL Internet. 

22/7: thaêm 1 caên nhaø do SAP-VN giuùp xaây ôû Ñaïi Loäc, Quaûng Nam. 
Trao ñoåi vôùi BS. Buøi Huy Thònh taïi Ñaø Naüng. Sau ñoù ñi 12 tieáng 
ñöôøng xe ñeán Thanh Hoùa (caùch Ñaø Naüng 600 Km). 

23/7: phaùt 50 xe laên cho Thanh Hoùa. Thaêm caùc em cuûa SAP-VN 
taïi Trung Taâm Chænh Hình Thanh Hoùa. Sau ñoù ñi Ninh Bình. 

24/7: thaêm 2 chaùu gaùi beänh nhaân PTCH ngaøy xöa hieän nay ñang 
coù moät ñôøi soáng khaù toát. Thaêm Vöôøn Cuùc Phöông. Anh Ñöông ñi Haø 
Noäi. Baùc Hoaøn vaø toâi cuøng ñi Thaùi Bình. 

25/7: buoåi saùng thaêm gia ñình ôû Thaùi Bình vaø Haûi Phoøng. Buoåi 
tröa gaëp chuù Thieäu, anh Haûi vaø Lan Anh (coù theå laø 2 ngöôøi coäng taùc 
vieân töông lai cuûa hoäi) roài taát caû cuøng ñi Haø Ñoâng. 

26/7: laøm vieäc vôùi UBDSGDTE Haø Taây. Ñeán Trung Taâm Chænh Hình 

15 Naêm Sau
Vaøo thaùng 7&8, 2007 vöøa qua, anh Nguyeãn Ngoïc Thaønh, chuû 

tòch hoäi SAP-VN vaø anh Huyønh Phöôùc Ñöông, thaønh vieân HÑQT 
coâng taùc taïi Vieät Nam ñeå kieåm tra vaø ñaùnh giaù caùc chöông trình 
hoaït ñoäng cuûa hoäi. Döôùi ñaây laø töôøng trình chuyeán coâng taùc cuûa 
anh Thaønh.

tÖôøng trÌnh tÖø vIeÄt naM
					     Thaønh Nguyeãn

Toâi, baùc Hoaøn, vaø anh Ñöông göûi ñeán caùc anh chò lôøi chaøo noàng 
aám (nghóa ñen) töø Vieät Nam. Chuùng toâi ñang ôû Hoäi An. Tuaàn qua 
laø moät tuaàn baän roän vaø ñaït ñöôïc nhieàu hieäu quaû. Chuùng toâi ñöôïc 
thöôûng thöùc raát nhieàu thöùc aên ngon, ñaëc bieät laø ñoà bieån khi ñi qua 
bôø bieån mieàn Trung. Nöôùc döøa laø thöùc uoáng haèng ngaøy cuûa chuùng 
toâi. Sau moät ngaøy meät nhoïc, chuùng toâi thöïc ñaõ coù nhöõng giaây phuùt 
sung söôùng, maëc duø chæ coù Thöïc Em vaø toâi uoáng “nöôùc taùo” (Taïi Qui 
Nhôn, toâi thay maët cho Ironman uoáng moät chai bia Saøi Goøn).

15/7: 11:30 saùng ñeán Saøi Goøn. Vaøo khaùch saïn khoâng coù vaán ñeà 
gì. Buoåi chieàu gaëp anh Ñoã Quang Haûi vaø coâ Phuøng Lan Anh. Caû hai 
öùng vieân ñeàu toát, thaønh thaät, vaø saün loøng coäng taùc vôùi SAP-VN.

16/7: Buoåi saùng thaêm tröôøng Ña Thieän vôùi Höông Anh vaø caùc con 
coâ aáy (An Quang & Minh Taâm.) Chuùng toâi cuõng ñeán thaêm beänh vieän 
môùi cuûa baùc só Toá ñang ñöôïc xaây caát ñaõ ñeán giai ñoaïn cuoái. Buoåi 
chieàu gaëp baùc só Tieán cuûa Trung Taâm Töø Thieän Maét (the Charitable 
Eyecare Center.) SAP-VN seõ baûo trôï 100 beänh nhaân töø Vónh Long 
vaø 100 beänh nhaân töø Beán Tre. Thôøi gian: tuaàn sau cuûa chuyeán y teá 
löu ñoäng tai Quaûng Nam. Trung taâm seõ thu xeáp vieäc naøy. Chuùng toâi 
cuõng gaëp vaø thu phim coâ Ñoã Thò Anh 
Söông, moät trong 9 beänh nhaân SAP-
VN baûo trôï naêm 1993. Caâu chuyeän 
cuûa Söông raát caûm ñoäng.

17/7: Buoåi saùng bay ra Khaùnh Hoaø, 
thaêm moät beänh nhaân töøng bò chaân 
kheøo, anh nay laø moät thanh nieân 
laøm ngheà caét toùc taïi Ninh Hoaø. Buoåi 
chieàu thaêm 4 beänh nhaân chænh hình 
tai Nha Trang.
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15 Years Later
During the months of July and August 2007, Thanh Nguyen 

SAP-VN’s president, and Duong Huynh, SAP-VN’s Board member, 
embarked on a mission to monitor and assess the progress of 
SAP-VN’s projects throughout Viet Nam. Below is Thanhreport on 
the progress of their trip from Viet Nam.

THANH’S REPORT FROM VIET NAM
     Thanh Nguyen
Baùc Hoaøn, Anh Ñöông, and I send you our warmest (literally) 

greetings from Viet Nam. We started off in Hoäi An. It’s been a hectic 
and productive week. We have enjoyed much delicious food, especially 
the seafood as we made our way through the central coast. Nöôùc Döøa 
has been the Drink of the Day. After a hard working day, we do have 
a good time even though only Thöïc Em and I drink “Apple Juice.”

(In Qui Nhôn, I did drink one Saigon beer on behalf of the Iron 
man). What follows is a concise briefing of my journey from July 
15th through July 22nd:

July 15th: We arrived in Saigon in the morning. Checking in was 
easy and ran smoothly. During the evening we met and interviewed 
Anh Ñoã Quang Haûi and Coâ Phuøng Lan Anh. Both individuals were 
pleasant, sincere, and willing to assist the SAP-VN team. 

July 16th: In the morning we visited Ña Thieän school with Höông 
Anh and her children, An Quang, and Minh Taâm. We also visited 
Dr. Toá’s new hospital which is in the final stage of construction. In 
the afternoon we met with Dr. Tieán of the Charitable Eyecare Center. 
SAP-VN plans to sponsor 100 patients in Vónh Long and 100 patients 
in Beán Tre. The timeframe for this project is the week after mobile 
care in Quaûng Nam. The Center will make arrangements. We also 
met and videotaped Ñoã Thò AÙnh Söông, who was 1 of the 9 patients 
we sponsored in 1993. Söông’s story is very impressive.

July 17th: We flew to Khaùnh Hoøa. We visited a clubfoot patient 
named Nguyen Van Hung who is now a young man and works as 
a barber in Ninh Hoøa. Later we visited four orthopedic patients in 
Nha Trang. 

July 18th: We distributed 23 wheelchairs and tricycles to adults 
and children in Khanh Hoøa. Later we met with 21 special-needs 
students and their families, for whom SAP-VN are sponsoring their 

school fees. Later we traveled to Tuy Hoøa, Phuù Yeân and visited the 
proposed site to build a two kindergarten classrooms in xa Hoøa Hoäi, 
huyeän Phuù Hoøa, Phuù Yeân.

July 19th: In the morning we visited three orthopedic patients in 
Tuy An. Later we traveled to Qui Nhôn and visited the orthopedic 
center there. Currently, there are eighty children from Khaùnh Hoøa, 
Phuù Yeân and Bình Ñònh at the center.

July 20th: In the morning we met separately with Bình Ñònh Red 
Cross; Committee for Population, Children, and Family; Department 
of Labor; and Dr. Cöông (Orthopedic Center) to present our Bình 
Ñònh Project, discuss possibilities, and gather information. During 
the afternoon Baùc Hoaøn and I visited four orthopedic patients in An 
Nhôn and Phuø Caùt. Meanwhile, Anh Ñöông visited two families with 
four “Agent Orange” affected children. 

July 21th: We met all four agencies to draw a big picture of 
the Bình Ñònh Project. We also discussed and divided tasks and 
responsibilities. We requested all four agencies to submit their 
proposed budgets promptly. We left Qui Nhôn at 9:30AM and arrived 
in Hoäi An at 4PM. We stopped and checked out the kindergarten 
classroom in Ñieän Baøn on our way. Later that afternoon we met 
with Robyn Morley, Director of Children’s Hope in Action (CHIA), 
an Australian charity which helps special need children in Hoäi An. 
(CHIA’s website is www.ChildrensHopeInAction.org)

July 22nd: This morning we plan to visit two houses in Ñaïi Loäc 
and meet with Dr. Thònh, a retired orthopedic surgeon from Ñaø Naüng 
Ortho Center. Afterward we will take a 12-hour drive to Thanh Hoùa. 
Take good care until my next report…

Hello all from Vietnam. Today is Monday, August 6th and I am 
writing the second segment of my report. I have just flown from 
Hanoi to Saigon. It is now 4:45PM and I’m happy to have access 
to ADSL internet. 

July 22nd: We visited one house in Ñaïi Loäc, Quaûng Nam. Then we 
met with Dr. Buøi Huy Thònh in Ñaø Naüng. Afterward we took a 12-hour 
drive to Thanh Hoùa, which is 600 kilometer from Ñaø Naüng.

July 23rd: We distributed fifty wheelchairs in Thanh Hoùa and visited 
the children SAP-VN supported at Thanh Hoùa Orthopedic Center. 
Then we journeyed on to Ninh Bình. 

July 24th: We visited two young women who had received surgery 
and they are doing well. We also visited Cuùc Phöông National Park. 
Here we separated, Anh Ñöông went on to Hanoi while Bac Hoaøn 
and I journeyed to Thaùi Bình.

July 25th: In the morning I visited relatives in Thaùi Bình and Haûi 
Phoøng. Later on I met with Chu Thieäu, Anh Haûi and Lan Anh, our 2 
potential associates, and then traveled on to Haø Ñoâng. 

July 26th: We worked with UBDSGDTE Haø Taây and went to Sôn 
Taây orthopedic center to visit six children there.

July 27th: Baùc Hoaøn did not feel well so he returned to Hanoi to 
fly back to Saigon. Chu Thieäu had some family matter to attend to so 
he too left us. Those remaining, anh Haûi, Lan Anh, Dr. Xöông, and 
I traveled to Hoøa Bình. Hoøa Bình is a new province. We had done 
screenings at two districts here. The population is mostly of ethnic 
Thaùi Traéng, Thaùi Ñen, Meøo, and Dao.

July 28th: In the morning we performed an orthopedic screening 
at Mai Chaâu district. Overall, we screened 110 children and selected 
29 children for surgery. Later we traveled on to Sôn La.VISIT WITH CHILDREN in PHU YEN
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Sôn Taây thaêm 6 em cuûa SAP-VN. 
27/7: baùc Hoaøn khoâng ñöôïc khoûe neân trôû laïi Haø Noäi roài vaøo Saøi 

Goøn. Chuù Thieäu cuõng phaûi quay veà vì vieäc gia ñình. Anh Haûi, Lan 
Anh, BS. Xöông (TTCH Sôn Taây) vaø toâi cuøng ñi Hoøa Bình. Ñaây laø 
moät tænh môùi. Chuùng toâi loïc beänh taïi 2 huyeän Taân Laïc vaø Laïc Sôn. 
Ngöôøi daân toäc ôû ñaây ña soá laø Thaùi Traéng, Thaùi Ñen, Meøo, Dao. 

28/7: buoåi saùng loïc beänh ôû huyeän Mai Chaâu. ÔÛ Hoøa Bình, chuùng 
toâi khaùm toång coäng 110 em vaø choïn ra 29 em ñeå phaãu thuaät. Buoåi 
tröa chuùng toâi ñi Sôn La.

29/7: töø Sôn La ñi Ñieän Bieân chæ coù 170 Km nhöng chuùng toâi ñaõ 
phaûi ñi ñeán 7 tieáng môùi ñeán nôi. Ñöôøng ñi ngoaèn ngoøeo (nhö ñöôøng 
ñi Lake Arrowhead, CA) vaø ñang ñöôïc môû roäng ra. Coù nhieàu chaëng 
ñöôøng khoâng coù raøo baûo veä. Nuùi thì cao. Ñöôøng thì laày loäi vì trôøi ñang 
möa. Ngöôøi daân toäc ôû ñaây ña soá laø Thaùi Traéng, Thaùi Ñen. Ñieän Bieân 
chæ caùch Haø Noäi 300 Km veà phía taây. Nhöng naêm tôùi toâi seõ bay ñeán 
ñaây thay vì ñi xe. (Tuy nhieân, neáu söông muø daøy ñaëc quaù maùy bay 
coù theå seõ khoâng ñaùp xuoáng ñöôïc vaø phaûi quay veà Haø Noäi.)

30/7: buoåi saùng ñi ñeán 
nhaø thaêm 2 em ôû Ñieän 
Bieân. Moät em trai laø Toøng 
Vaên Taân, ngöôøi daân toäc 
Thaùi. Luùc chuùng toâi leân 
xe van, toâi thaáy boá meï 
cuûa em vaùc ñeán moät bao 
to vaø tìm caùch cho bao 
vaøo xe. Toâi hoûi thaêm söï 
vieäc. Boá meï cuûa em traû 
lôøi raèng con trai cuûa hoï 
nhôø ñöôïc moå maø ñi laïi 
deã daøng hôn xöa nhieàu; 
hoï bieát ôn vaø muoán traû 
ôn baèng caùch bieáu cho toâi 
20 kg neáp nöông (moät loïai 
neáp ñaëc bieät cuûa mieàn 
nuùi). Toâi tìm caùch töø choái 
kheùo nhöng hoï vaãn khaån 
khoaûn. Cuoái cuøng toâi phaûi 
giaûi quyeát baèng caùch raát thöïc tieãn. Toâi chuïp hình caûnh ngöôøi boá 
vaø ngöôøi meï cuøng vôùi bao gaïo ñeå coù theå ñem hình gaïo aûo veà Myõ 
vôùi toâi. Sau buoåi côm tröa, chuùng toâi phaûi ñi xe veà Sôn La vaø ôû laïi 
ñeâm ôû ñoù.

31/7: Saùng laøm vieäc vôùi UBDSGDTE Hoøa Bình. Buoåi tröa chuùng toâi 
trôû veà Haø Noäi ñeå ñoùn xe cuûa Trung Taâm Chænh Hình Thaùi Nguyeân. 
Sau ñoù chuùng toâi töø giaõ BS. Xöông vaø ñi tieáp ñeán Thaùi Nguyeân.

1/8: Saùng ñi thaêm caùc em SAP-VN taïi TTCH Thaùi Nguyeân. Laøm 
vieäc vôùi UBDSGDTE Thaùi Nguyeân. Chuùng toâi cuõng ñeán nhaø thaêm 
Khaùnh, moät coâ gaùi 32 tuoåi ñöôïc SAP-VN baûo trôï phaãu thuaät naêm 
ngoaùi. Coâ bò tai naïn xe gaén maùy caùch ñaây 11 naêm. Chaân traùi cuûa 
coâ bò chaán thöông vaø khoâng co duoãi ñöôïc. Coâ nghe noùi veà hoäi SAP-
VN vaø tìm ñeán toâi nhôø giuùp ñôõ. Sau khi hoäi yù vôùi caùc baùc syõ phaãu 
thuaät, toâi ñoàng yù baûo trôï ca moå cho coâ. Baây giôø gaëp laïi Khaùnh, toâi 
thaät vui möøng khi coâ cho bieát coâ ñaõ laùi ñöôïc xe ñaïp. Coâ coù theå co 
duoãi chaân ñöôïc 90 ñoä. Sau côm tröa, chuùng toâi ñi Tuyeân Quang cuøng 
vôùi BS Quang vaø BS Thuûy cuûa TTCH Thaùi Nguyeân. 

2/8: chuùng toâi ñeán nhaø thaêm 2 em SAP-VN ôû Tuyeân Quang. Laøm 
vieäc vôùi UBDSGDTE. Buoåi tröa chuùng toâi ñi xe veà Thaùi Nguyeân, roài 

ñi Cao Baèng, caùch Haø Noäi 250 Km (baèng ñöôøng nuùi ngoaèn ngoeøo). 
Bieân giôùi phía baéc cuûa tænh giaùp vôùi Trung Quoác. Tröø thò xaõ chính 
ra, taát caû caùc huyeän ñeàu naèm saâu trong vuøng nuùi. Coù nghóa laø neáu 
muoán ñi 70 Km phaûi maát ñeán vaøi tieáng ñoàng hoà. Ngöôøi daân toäc ôû 
ñaây ña soá laø Taøy, Nuøng vaø Dao, Meøo (Hmong).

3/8: loïc beänh cho 5 huyeän ñöôïc môøi ñeán taïi thò xaõ Cao Baèng.
4/8: loïc beänh cho 6 huyeän. Toång soá khaùm loïc laø 126 em vaø choïn 

ñöôïc 57 em cho phaãu thuaät. Buoåi tröa chuùng toâi ñi xe veà Laïng Sôn 
ñeå trao ñoåi veà khaû naêng PTCH, vaø nghæ ñeâm laïi ñaây. 

5/8: chuùng toâi vieáng chuøa Tam Thanh vaø ngaém hình töôïng cuûa 
“Naøng Toâ Thò” ôû treân ñænh nuùi. Sau ñoù ñi xe veà Haø Noäi.

6/8: chöông trình döï ñònh hoïp vôùi PACCOM phaûi huûy boû vì caû cô 
quan ñoùng cöûa ñi nghæ maùt. Sau khi ñi daïo gaàn heát 36 phoá phöôøng 
cuûa Haø Noäi, chuùng toâi bay vaøo Saøi Goøn luùc 1:00 tröa. Ñeán SG luùc 
3:00 tröa. Veà ñeán khaùch saïn vaø baây giôø toâi ñang göûi ra baûn töôøng 
trình thöù 2 naøy. (Raát möøng khi coù theå lieân laïc baèng email trôû laïi.)

Trong luùc naøy ñang coù 45 em töø Traø Vinh leân moå ôû Saøi Goøn. Toâi 
seõ ñeán thaêm caùc em ngaøy mai. Toái nay toâi seõ gaëp anh Ñoã Quang 
Haûi vaø chaùu Phuøng Thò Lan Anh ñeå noùi chuyeän veà quyeát ñònh cuûa 
hoï sau 13 ngaøy cuøng ñi laøm vieäc ôû mieàn Baéc vôùi toâi. Vì caû hai ngöôøi 
ñeàu ñang laøm vieäc cho nôi khaùc, neáu hoï quyeát ñònh laøm vieäc cho 
SAP-VN, coù leõ hoï seõ baét ñaàu vaøo ngaøy 1 thaùng 9 hoaëc treã hôn.

Veà vieäc tìm ngöôøi thay theá chuù Thieäu, toâi möøng laø taïm oån trong 
luùc naøy. Lan Anh seõ phuï traùch mieàn Baéc. Anh Haûi lo mieàn Nam vaø 
phuï traùch chung. Dieãm Thu seõ lo phaàn keá toùan/taøi chaùnh. Thöïc Em 
seõ lo Döï aùn Bình Ñònh neáu ñöôïc Ford Foundation taøi trôï.

ÔÛ Tuy An, Phuù Yeân, coù chaùu Voõ Ngoïc Hoan bò phoûng laøm co ruùt 
ngoùn tay aùp uùt. SAP-VN baûo trôï cho em ñuôïc phaãu thuaät naêm 2003. 
Ngoùn tay cuûa em baây giôø co xoøe bình thöôøng. Em noùi vôùi chuùng toâi 
raèng baây giôø em coù theå caàm dao ñeåå caét coû cho boø aên. Em cuõng coù 
theå duøng röïa ñeå cheû cuûi cho meï em naáu nöôùng. Toâi khoâng ngôø laø 
moät ngoùn bò co cöùng laïi coù theå phieàn phöùc ñeán theá.

ÔÛ Cao Baèng coù moät beù gaùi 14 tuoåi bò 
beänh vieâm xöông maõn tính. Hai chaân em 
bò bieán daïng. Baøn chaân em bò aùp xe vaø 
ræ muû. Khi ngöôøi baùc syõ khaùm loïc cho 
boá em bieát phaåu thuaät seõ khoâng giuùp 
ñöôïc cho em vaø khuyeân oâng ñöa em 
ñeán beänh vieän ña khoa ñeå ñieàu trò beänh 
vieâm xöông, em ñaõ baät khoùc trong laëng 
leõ. Thaät laø ñau loøng khi thaáy em bò tuyeät 
voïng nhö vaäy.

Toâi ñaõ hoïc hoûi ñöôïc nhieàu ñieàu trong 
chuyeán ñi naøy. Toâi coù theå quaû quyeát vôùi 
caùc baïn theâm moät laàn nöõa raèng taát caû 
nhöõng coá gaéng cuûa chuùng ta coù yù nghóa 
raát quyù giaù ñoái vôùi caùc em chuùng ta ñang 
giuùp ñôõ. Xin chaân thaønh caùm ôn loøng yeâu 
thöông, söï khoân ngoan vaø söùc maïnh uûng 
hoä cuûa caùc baïn. Raát möøng khi ñöôïc göûi email trôû laïi.

Toâi veà laïi Saøi Goøn khoaûng 6 giôø chieàu sau 8 ngaøy coâng taùc taïi 
vuøng ñoàng baèng soâng Cöûu Long. Toâi caûm thaáy thaám meät sau moät 
cuoäc haønh trình daøi. Sau ñaây laø caâu chuyeän cuûa chuyeán ñi.

7/8: Toâi ôû Saøi Goøn, ñaùng lyù ra laø neân nghæ ngôi sau moät cuoäc haønh 
trình daøi treân mieàn Baéc. Tuy nhieân, vì moät soá treû em cuûa Traø Vinh  
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July 29th: The distance from Sôn La to Ñieän Bieân is only 170 
kilometers; however, it took us 7 hours to get to Ñieän Bieân. The road 
is winding (like the road to Lake Arrowhead) and is under construction 
to expand the road. Many sections have no rail-guard. The mountains 
are high. During our trip it was raining so the road was very muddy. 
The ethnic population is mostly Thaùi Traéng, Thaùi Ñen. Ñieän Bieân is 
only 300 kilometer west of Hanoi, but I definitely recommend flying 
there next time. (However, the plane sometimes will not land if the 
fog is too thick and will just return back to Hanoi.)

July 30th: In the morning we visited two orthopedic children in 
Ñieän Bieân. One of them is of Thaùi ethnicity. As we were getting in 
the van to leave, I saw his parents carrying a big bag and tried to 
push it in the van. I asked what was in the bag. They said that their 
son is walking much better now and wanted to show their gratitude 
by giving me 20 kilogram of sticky rice (a special mountain-planted 
rice.) I politely thanked them but stated that I cannot accept the gift. 
But they kept on insisting. Finally, I told them that I would take the 
gift symbolically. I took a picture of them carrying the bag of rice 
so I could take the rice home with me. After lunch, we had to drive 
back to Sôn La and stayed there overnight.

July 31st: We worked with Hoøa Bình Committee for Population, 
Families and Children. Later we went to Hanoi to meet up with the 
car from Thaùi Nguyeân Orthopedic center. There we said goodbye to 
Dr. Xöông (from Sôn Taây) and went on to Thaùi Nguyeân Orthopedic 
center.

Aug 1st: We visited 
children at Thaùi Nguyeân 
Orthopedic Center. We 
worked with Thaùi Nguyeân 
Committee for Population, 
Families and Children and 
later visited the home of 
Khanh, a 32 years old 
woman whom I met at 
Thaùi Nguyeân last year. 
Eleven years ago she was 
dragged by a motorcycle 
in an accident. Her left 
leg was damaged and she 
could not bend it. She heard 
about SAP-VN and came 
to see me last year. After 
consulting with the surgeons, 
I agreed to sponsor her 
surgery. When I met her this year, I was happy to know that Khanh 
can ride the bicycle. She can now bend her leg up to 90 degree. In 
the evening we traveled to Tuyeân Quang with two doctors from Thaùi 
Nguyeân Orthopedic Center.

Aug 2nd: We visited 2 children at their home in Tuyeân Quang. 
We worked with Committee for Population, Families and Children 
and later drove back to Thaùi Nguyeân, then to Cao Baèng, which is 
250 kilometers from Hanoi (by winding mountain roads). Cao Baèng 
shares its border with China in the north. Except for the main city, 
all districts are far away in the mountains. That means it will take 
several hours to travel a distance of 70 kilometers. The population is 
mostly of ethnic Taøy, Nuøng along with Dao, Meøo (Hmong.) 

Aug 3rd: We performed screening in five districts.
Aug 4th: We performed screening in six districts. Overall, we 

screened 126 children and selected 57 for surgery. Afterward, we 
drove to Laïng Sôn and stayed there overnight. We met with some 
officials from Laïng Sôn. 

Aug 5th: We visited Chuøa Tam Thanh and saw the statute of “Naøng 
To Thò” and then drove to Hanoi. 

Aug 6th: We were scheduled to meet with PACCOM. However, they 
regrettably cancelled it as the whole agency is on summer break. 
We flew back to Saigon at 1:00 pm after walking around almost 36 
pho^’ phuong. We arrived in Saigon at 3:00 pm and checked into a 
guesthouse where I am now sending this 2nd report. (I am so happy 
to have access to e-mail.) Currently, 45 children from Traø Vinh are 
in Saigon scheduled for surgery. I will visit them tomorrow. In the 
evening, I will also meet and discuss with anh Ñoã Quang Haûi and coâ 
Phuøng Lan Anh about their decisions ater accompanying me for the 13 
days in northern Viet Nam. Since they are both currently employed, 
if they decide to work with SAP-VN, they will likely start September 
1st or later. As far as personnel to fill in Chu Thieäu’s spot, I am 
happy that we are okay for now. Lan Anh will be in charge of the 
projects in northern Viet Nam. Anh Haûi is in charge of the projects 
in southern Viet Nam. Thu will handle the financial responsibilities. 
Thöïc Em will be in charge of Bình Ñònh project. 

There was Vo Ngoc Hoan, a boy in Phuù Yeân, whose middle 
finger was contracted and SAP-VN financed his surgery. Now his 

July 29th: The distance from Sôn La to Ñieän Bieân is only 170 

SCREENING CHILDREN in HOA BINH

VISIT WITH CHILDREN in THANH HOA

A YOUNG PATIENT in THAI NGUYEN


